
Reception Curriculum Overview
Term: Autumn 1

Subject Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

English Autumn 1 Settling in
Writing outcomes: Name, sounds and mark
making

Core book: Colour Monster
Writing outcomes: Making love potions:
labelling

Core book: Colour Monster and Pumpkin
Soup
Writing outcomes: Story Map

English Autumn 2 Core book: The Jolly Postman
Writing outcomes: Letter to the Big Bad Wolf

Core book: The Jolly Postman
Writing outcomes: Story Map

Core book: The Jolly Christmas Postman
Writing outcomes: Letter to Santa

Word Reading
● Read individual letters and say one sound for them
● Blend sounds into words
● Read Phase 2 common exception words

Comprehension
● Building vocabulary
● Using makaton to support understanding of stories
● Joining in with repeated phrases in stories
● Ordering stories and key events

Book Talk
● Developing confidence in talking in a group.
● Understanding what good listening is.
● Developing ability to listen in different situations.
● Participating in small groups, class and 1;1 discussions, offering ideas and listening toothers.
● Making comments about what they have heard.
● Developing understanding and ability to use new vocabulary.
● Book Talk- front cover, character, picture, words, author, etc.
● Describing characters in stories.
● Expressing emotional states and feelings.
● Expressing human states/feelings
● Making connections with own feelings/ experiences
● Language of empathy, ie how do characters feel?



Phonics: Reading
and Spelling

Read Write Inc set 1 sounds



Red Words -
Reading and
Spelling

Maths Cardinality and Counting
● Tagging each object with one number
● Word Saying number names in sequence 0-20
● Knowing the last number gives the total so far
● Subitising 1-5

Comparison
● More than/less than
● Identifying groups with the same number of things

Shape and Space
● Representing spatial relationships
● Identifying similarities between shapes
● Showing awareness of properties of shapes
● Pattern
● Continuing and copying an AB pattern and making own
● Spotting an error in an AB pattern

Measures
● Comparing amounts of continuous  quantities

Maths KIRF - I know the days of the week in order

PSED Building Relationships
● Represents and recreates what they have learnt about social interactions from their relationships with close adults, in their

play and relationships with others
● Develops particular friendships with other children, which help them to understand different points of view and to challenge



their own and others’ thinking
● Is increasingly flexible and cooperative as they are more able to understand other people’s needs, wants and behaviours

Managing Self
● Enjoys a sense of belonging through being involved in daily tasks
● Is aware of being evaluated by others and begin to develop ideas about themselves according to the messages they hear from

others
● Shows their confidence and self-esteem through being outgoing towards people, taking risks and trying new things or new

social situations and being able to express their needs and ask adults for help
● Recognises that they belong to different communities and social groups and communicates freely about own home and

community
● Is more aware of their relationships to particular social groups and sensitive to prejudice and discrimination
● Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open- fronted coat or shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once

it is fastened at the bottom
Self Regulation

● Talks about how others might be feeling and responds according to their his understanding of the other person’s needs and
wants

● Is more able to recognise the impact of their her choices and behaviours/actions on others and knows that some actions and
words can hurt others’ feelings

● Understands that expectations vary depending on different events, social situations and changes in routine, and becomes more
able to adapt their behaviour in favourable conditions

● Understands their own and other people’s feelings, offering empathy and comfort
● Gains more bowel and bladder control and can attend to toileting needs most of the time themselves.

Communication
and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding
● Listens to others in one-to-one or small groups, when conversation interests them
● Listens to familiar stories with increasing attention and recall
● Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories
● Focusing attention – can still listen or do, but can change their own focus of attention
● Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused)
● Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.
● Understands use of objects (e.g. Which one do we cut with?)
● Shows understanding of prepositions such as under, on top, behind by carrying out an action or selecting correct picture
● Responds to instructions with more elements, e.gGive the big ball to me; collect up all the blocks and put them in the box
● Beginning to understand why and how questions

Speaking



● Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words
● Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations
● Learn new vocabulary.
● Use new vocabulary throughout the day.
● Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.
● Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.

Makaton
The Colour Monster

● Classroom and school signs e.g. toilet, good morning, finish
● Feelings - happy, sad, angry, calm, worried

The Jolly Postman
● Characters from the story

Physical
Development

Gross Motor
● Takes turns with equipment
● Follows the rules of a game
● Shares space and equipment safely with others
● Can dress and undress independently
● Chooses to move in a range of ways, moving freely and with confidence making changes to body shape, position and pace of

movement such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping
Fine Motor

● I can use tools safely
● I can hold a pencil with a comfortable grip
● I can draw, write and copy lines and marks
● I can keep trying when I face challenges
● I can write some or all my name
● I can explore and make different textures in playdough and describe these

PE Autumn 1
Ball skills  (focus on using a ball)

● Can roll and receive a ball individually and with a partner.
● Can pass  a ball around different body parts.
● Can pat and bounce a ball downwards.
● Can throw and catch high and low.
● Can steer with hands and with feet.
● Can aim individually at a target and with a partner.
● Can kick and dribble a ball.

Autumn 2



Ball skills (focus on using hoops and quoits)
● I can use hoops in imaginative and different ways for example
● Stepping in and out, jumping over, moving around the outside edge.
● “hula-hoop” around different body parts
● rolling hoops along the grounds
● aiming games
● Can use hoops in imaginative and different ways for example
● balancing, twirling, rolling and spinning
● throwing and catching
● passing the quoit around different parts of the body.
● aiming games
● I can move in different speeds.

Understanding the
World

Past and Present
● Developing an understanding of our school timetable and routines. *Developing understanding of time vocabulary: older;

younger; etc.
People, Culture and Communities

● Exploring our school community, developing relationships with staff and pupils
● celebrate achievements we have made or others
● What makes us special? Discuss hobbies, things we are good at, things we want to get better at or achieve.
● Talking about and describe special times in their own lives.

Expressive Arts
and Design

Creating With Materials
● I can use my senses to explore different materials and textures
● I can use tools and equipment to enhance my play
● I can experiment with colour mixing
● I can use lines and shapes to draw and paint things I see and imagine

Being Imaginative and Expressive
● I can listen and move to music from around the world
● I can draw and paint a picture of myself
● I can mix different paint colours and talk about what happens
● I can make an artefact from another country e.g. turkish tile, chinese lantern

Spanish ● Greetings
● Numbers to 10


