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HNPS Newsletter
September 09, 2022

Dear all,

Welcome to the start of the 2022 - 2023 academic year. May it be filled with lovely learning, lots
of togetherness and fun. A massive welcome back to all of our established children, parents and
carers and an extra large welcome is given to all those children, families and staff who are new
to HNPS. We are very glad that you have chosen HNPS as part of your learning journey and we
will do our very best to make it the best experience ever.

Thank you for completing the parent survey in the last term. It was gratifying to see how many
of you would recommend HNPS to other parents. However, some very useful points were made
about the newsletter as a form of communication. Thus we have drafted a new format for our
newsletter with diary dates at the top with the aim to ensure there is clarity with key dates and
further information. We will continue to have this sent to you on Friday evening via email,
published on our website the following Monday and we will endeavour to utilise email, MCAS
app (MyChildAtSchool App), text messages and Twitter more.

Diary Dates for Autumn Term 1

Week Beginning Event

12th September
2022

Outdoor Learning Starts for Years 5 and 6 - Year 5 will be on Thursday
Morning and Year 6 will be on Friday Morning. We would love to have parents
join us, if you would like to volunteer please sign up using SIGNUP. Information
will be sent out to you directly from class teachers, including sign up details for
volunteers.

Monday 12th - 8.45am to 9.45am - Years 5 and 6 Intellectual Curiosity
Parents and Pupil session. This will be in classes and parents you are invited
to join your child in class. Please go straight to your child’s class with them in
the morning as this will be an opportunity for you to meet the team, see the
classroom and get to know the curriculum.

Tuesday 13th - 8.45am to 9.45am - Years 3 and 4 Intellectual Curiosity
Parents and Pupil session. This will be in classes and parents you are invited
to join your child in class. Please go straight to your child’s class with them in
the morning as this will be an opportunity for you to meet the team, see the
classroom and get to know the curriculum.
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Wednesday 14th - 8.45am to 9.45am - Years 1 and 2 Intellectual Curiosity
parents and pupil session. This will be in classes and parents you are invited
to join your child in class. Please go straight to your child’s class with them in
the morning as this will be an opportunity for you to meet the team, see the
classroom and get to know the curriculum.

Thursday 15th - 4.20pm to 5.20pm - Year 6 Secondary School Transition
Meeting with Ms Afreedi and Ms Walker and will be in the main school hall.
Please bring paper and pen to make notes.

Friday 16th September - National Teaching Assistant Day - This is a
National Day for recognising how much the teaching assistants contribute to
the learning and success of all children and hence all the children and teachers
will say thank you to all the Teaching Assistants in their Team as a class/year
group during the day.

Week 3
19th September

Forest School and Outdoor Learning Starts for all - We would love to have
parents join us, if you would like to volunteer please sign up using SIGNUP.
Information will be sent out to you directly from class teachers, including sign
up details for volunteers. Details as to which day your child will have
outdoor learning is further down in the newsletter.

Monday 19th September 2022 - Jeans for Genes day across the school -
Children can wear one denim item to school to raise money for Jeans for
Genes day.

Friday 23rd - Reading Breakfast across the school - From 8:35am to
9:15am. Parents are invited to their child’s class to read books with their
children and other members of the class. Please go straight to your child’s
class with them in the morning.

Week 4
26th September

Music Lessons begin across the school by our Music Team.

27th September - Rosh Hashanah Lunch - To all of our families celebrating a
Happy Rosh Hashanah. As part of our commitment to continue to be an
inclusive and diverse community we will also be serving Rosh Hashanah Lunch
to all of our pupils across the school.

30th September - World’s Biggest Coffee morning - Parents Coffee
Morning - 8.45am to 9am outside the school gate. Coffee, biscuits and fruits
will be set up outside the school gate and offered to parents to have whilst
chatting with each other and us. So please after dropping your child(ren) come
and join us.

Week 5
3rd October

Forest School begins for Reception children

Black History Month - As part of our commitment to continue to be an
inclusive and diverse community we will have workshops, assemblies and
sessions linked with our History curriculum themes for our pupils across the
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school. Themes will include: Changes within living memory, Significant
Individuals, The story of Britain, Britain Beyond 1066 and events Beyond Living
Memory. If you would like to support then please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

Dyslexia and Dyspraxia Awareness week - As part of our commitment to
continue to be an inclusive and diverse community we will have PSHE
sessions and Storytime sessions for our pupils across the school to raise
awareness.  If you would like to support then please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

Week 6
10th October

Black History Month - As part of our commitment to continue to be an
inclusive and diverse community we will have workshops, assemblies and
sessions linked with our History curriculum themes for our pupils across the
school. Themes will include: Changes within living memory, Significant
Individuals, The story of Britain, Britain Beyond 1066 and events Beyond Living
Memory. If you would like to support then please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

14th October - 9am to 9.45am - Parent Representative Meeting with Ms
Afreedi and Ms Walker - Details and invites will be sent to the Parent Reps.

Week 7
17th October

Black History Month - As part of our commitment to continue to be an
inclusive and diverse community we will have workshops, assemblies and
sessions linked with our History curriculum themes for our pupils across the
school. Themes will include: Changes within living memory, Significant
Individuals, The story of Britain, Britain Beyond 1066 and events Beyond Living
Memory. If you would like to support then please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

19th October - Parents Coffee Morning - 8.45am to 9am outside the
school gate. Coffee, biscuits and fruits will be set up outside the school gate
and offered to parents to have whilst chatting with each other and us. So
please after dropping your child(ren) come and join us.

21st October - 3.30pm to 4pm - Academic Excellence Parents and Pupil
session. Parents are invited to their child’s class to hear some children
present what the class has learnt this term, their achievements and parents to
have a chance to go through the books of their own children. Gates will be
opened at 3.30pm and parents will be invited to go straight to their child’s class.
If you have more than one child in the school, please do not worry as we will
have further such sessions to enable you to go to a different child’s class each
time.

24th October Half Term Break

Parent Survey
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From the bottom of our heart, thank you to all the parents who completed the parent survey in
the last term. It was heartening to see that such overwhelmingly of you feel confident about
your child’s teacher being able to help your child learn. Some of the parents have asked for more
opportunities to see the work being done in school. Hence from this year on we will have
‘Academic Excellent Parents and Pupil sessions’ once every term. This is where all the parents
are invited to hear some children present what the class has learnt this term, their achievements
and a chance for all the parents to look through the books of their own child. For details please
of this session in Autumn term see the diary dates above. We have already sent home last
academic year books and will do so in the future too.

It was great to hear that you feel informed about your child’s learning progress and that parent
meetings are useful. Some of the parents had commented that they would like more information
about what their child is learning and more opportunities to meet the team. So we are going to
have a range of sessions, such as ‘Intellectual Curiosity Parent and Pupil Sessions’, ‘Self-belief
Parent and Pupil Sessions’ and ‘Responsibility Parent and Pupil Sessions’ across the year to
enable our families to meet the team of your child’s class, take part in some learning with your
child and get to know the curriculum.

Continue to watch out for these in the diary dates for further information, we will endeavour to
give you plenty of prior notice. We will also work on our website to ensure that the curriculum is
updated and easy to access with key expectations for each year group clarified.

Water Bottles - Gentle Reminder
We as a school wish to continue to nurture the healthy habit of drinking water with our children
so from now onwards pupils across the school are allowed to bring their own water bottle to
school. So please provide your child with a reusable water bottle which is clearly labelled with
their name for school. We encourage our pupils to drink frequently throughout the school day so
they will go home at the end of each day and should be returned with fresh water each day.

Parents should note that the school can not accept responsibility for any loss or damage to the
water bottles and will not be replacing them in the event of them being lost or damaged.

Parent Representatives
Each year parents come forward to be the parent rep for their child’s class and over the next few
weeks all parents will have an opportunity to put their name forward for the role. In the
meantime we would really appreciate it if the current parent reps could continue to hold their
post. Information about what it means to a parent rep and the selection of new parents reps will
be sent out soon.

PE and Outdoor Learning
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At Hackney New Primary School the intent of teaching Physical Education is to give our
students the opportunity to  develop knowledge, skills and vocabulary in a broad range of
sporting activities. HNPS strives to help students understand the positive impact PE can have
on their own physical health and wellbeing so they continue to look after their physical health
and well being for the rest of their life. . We have a high-quality physical education curriculum
that inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other
physically-demanding activities. Below is an outline of sports children will be taking part in
across the school:

Due to the limitations of the space that our school building presents for the sporting activities
planned, we will be using part of our outdoor learning time for our pupils’ physical education
development in Autumn 1, Spring 2, Summer 1 and Summer 2.

Good news is that we are looking to get a coach to develop Hockey skills with our Year 5s and
Year 6s in Autumn term, enabling us to have our own Hockey Teams. We will evaluate this at the
end of Autumn Term to see if we can open this up to other year groups. So watch this space.

Please see below for PE and Outdoor Learning Days detail:

Class PE and Outdoor Learning Day Important Information regarding PE Kit

Lions PE every Thursday Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
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Outdoor Learning every Wednesday
from week beginning 3rd October

in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Tigers PE every Wednesday
Outdoor Learning every Wednesday
from week beginning 3rd October

Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Penguin PE every Friday
Outdoor Learning on Monday with
part of it focused on PE

Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Turtles PE every Tuesday
Outdoor Learning on Monday with
part of it focused on PE

Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Orangutan PE every Thursday
Outdoor Learning on Tuesday with
part of it focused on PE

Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Gorillas PE every Wednesday
Outdoor Learning on Tuesday with
part of it focused on PE

Please ensure that your child’s PE kit is in school
in a bag clearly labelled with their name.

Polar Bears PE and Outdoor Learning on Tuesday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Giant Pandas PE and Outdoor Learning on Tuesday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Bottlenose
Dolphins

PE and Outdoor Learning on
Wednesday

Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Whales PE and Outdoor Learning on
Wednesday

Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Jaguars PE and Outdoor Learning on Thursday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Snow
Leopards

PE and Outdoor Learning on Thursday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Elephants PE and Outdoor Learning on Friday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.

Rhinos PE and Outdoor Learning on Friday Please ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit.
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Parent Communication Map
Parental engagement has a large and positive effect on children’s learning. Parental support,
communication and feedback is extremely important to everyone at HNPS. As a school, we are
keen to work closely with all parents and carers to continually improve the ways in which we
communicate.

If you would like to discuss any elements of your child’s schooling, in the first instance please
speak to their class teacher who will know them best. The following table shows the lines of
communication across the school.

Child’s
class

1st instance 2nd instance 3rd instance If still
concerned:

Lions Ms Fanoiki / Ms
Burdon-Manley

Mrs Walker Ms Afreedi If you have a
concern despite
moving from 1st
stage to 3rd
stage then
please follow the
Eko Trust’s
complaints
policy

Tigers Mrs Munoz Mrs Walker Ms Afreedi

Turtles Ms Lapani Ms Prentice Mrs Walker

Penguins Mr Ahmed Ms Prentice Mrs Walker

Gorillas Ms Meyer Ms Prentice Mrs Walker

Orangutan Ms Prentice Mrs Walker Ms Afreedi

Giant
Pandas

Ms Fodor / Ms
O’Reilly

Ms Woodley Mrs Walker

Polar Bears Ms Asare Ms Woodley Mrs walker

Bottlenose
Dolphins

Ms Lynch Ms Woodley Mrs Walker

Whales Ms Cronin Ms Woodley Mrs walker

Jaguars Ms MacKay Ms Caplan Mrs Walker

Snow
Leopards

Ms Wynne Ms Caplan Mrs Walker

Elephants Ms Caplan Mrs Walker Ms Afreedi

Rhinos Ms Singleton Ms Caplan Mrs Walker
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When emailing please use the email address hnpsinfo@ekotrust.org.uk with the subject line:
FAO…

Please note:

Ms Prentice is the Phase Leader for Years 1 and 2

Ms Caplan is the Phase Leader for Years 5 & 6

IMPORTANT REMINDER - Medical Needs
Please make sure that you bring in medication for children that require an asthma pump or
medication for allergies as soon as possible. All medication needs to be brought to the office
and a new medical information sheet needs to be filled in.  We can only accept medication that
has been prescribed by a doctor.

School Lunch Meals
Some families are entitled to Free School Meals outside of the Universal Infant Free School
Meal programme and this funding will continue. These free meals are based on an assessment
of household income and this is usually re-assessed annually. To check if you qualify for free
school meals please click the link for further information
https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/apply-free-school-meals

However, if you are not entitled to Free School Meals and your child is in Year 3 and above, we
will need to charge you £2.30 per day [£11.50 per week] for your child’s school meals. For all
school lunch payments we are using our new payment system My Child at School, which you
can also download as an app. If you require any support with your MCAS login please contact
the school office.

To avoid debt being accrued to the school the office will provide you with reminders on a regular
basis and we ask for you to please clear your balance as soon as you conveniently can.
Outstanding payments affect not only our catering team Fuel for Learning but also the schools
budget. Failure to clear outstanding lunch payments will now affect your access to after school
care and breakfast club. If you require any assistance please do not hesitate to contact the
school office.

Lunch menus are on our website and can be accessed by clicking on the link: Lunch Menu

Wrap Around Care
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We are pleased to say that our wrap around care is open to all families. If you would like to book
a place for your child then please do so via My Child At School secure platform. If you do not
have your login details, please contact the school Office to obtain them. Once you have logged
in, click on wraparound Care on the menu and select the required sessions from there.

Uniform
We were delighted to see the children come back through the school gates this week. Thank you
for your efforts in ensuring that they are smart and in full school uniform. The children are
certainly ready to embark on the new school year. We would like to let you know that children at
our school are required to wear a uniform as this helps present a school identity, stops any
fashion issues and strengthens the children’s sense of community.

With the rise in inflation and cost of living rises, we appreciate how difficult it is for families to
get school logo uniforms and hence our rule of a logo uniform is for the logo to be on the navy
knitted cardigan or navy V-neck jumper only. Families who qualify for support were provided
with the voucher so please ensure that you utilise it.

Our School Uniform expectations are:
● White shirt
● Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore
● Navy knitted cardigan or V-neck jumper  - (This is the only item which needs to be HNPS

one as it will ensure the school cohesiveness and give children the feel of being part of a
community)

● Elasticated Navy/red striped tie
● Dark (grey, navy or black) socks or tights
● Plain black shoes - No trainers please! Shoes with a white coloured band around the sole

or plimsolls are not acceptable and must not be worn at school.
● Bag (book bag or a shoulder bag)
● Plain blue, red, grey or black headscarf if worn for religious observance
● Headbands or ribbons or pins must be black, navy, blue, red or grey
● In Summer only - Plain black or red Sandals only
● In Summer only - Grey shorts or red checked summer dresses

PE Kit:
Children are required to wear their sports kit for PE and games lessons:

● Plain white polo shirt or t-shirt
● Navy, grey or black shorts or jogging bottoms
● Navy knitted cardigan or jumper (can wear their school uniform one)
● Trainers or black plimsolls

Our emphasis is placed on cleanliness and tidiness. Parents are requested to ensure that their
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child’s hair is tidy and out of his/her face. While we recognise that hair is a great way to display
fashion and individuality, hair needs to be appropriately styled for school as this is for the
children’s safety.

Our uniform promotes a positive image and supports the values and ethos of the school whilst
reflecting the practical needs of the students. Hence parents are requested to ensure that their
child’s shirt or blouse is tucked in upon arrival to the school, unless there's a heatwave or
temperature is above 24 degrees Celsius.

Children are not to wear jewellery (unless for religious observance) and pierced ears must be
decorated with studs only. On PE days please ensure that they have no studs either as this is for
the children’s safety. Watches may be worn but not the ones which can be used to send
messages or receive phone calls or take pictures or make recordings.

School Drop Off and Pick Up times
Please ensure that your child arrives promptly as it unsettles them if they arrive late and has an
affect on their learning as well as well-being.

Soft Start Day End

Years 1-6 8.35-8.45 - Children walk
into school and head
straight to their class using
the Downham road
entrance. Parents are more
than welcome to
accompany their children
and drop them off to their
classes.

The front gate will be
closed at 8.45am.

4.00pm - Gates will open to parents/carers and
children will be in their allocated spaces with their
teachers and handed over.

Downham Road Entrance:
Rec - from their classes
Year 4 - Music rooms next to the far end stairs
Years 1 - 3 - From the Hall

Enfield Road Gate:
Years 5 and 6 (Please note children walking home
will leave first at 4pm so we can keep an eye for
their safety)
If you would like to give permission for your child to
walk to and from school then please collect the
letter from the school office

Learning News
This week we have invested time in building relationships in our new classes with the HNPS
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belief that a person who feels happy and safe will be in a very good place to learn. As such we
have spent time finding out about what our likes and dislikes are and what helps us to feel
happy and learn. We have also been finding out about how we are all so special in different
ways. We feel that a confident child is an empowered child and one of our aims is to ensure that
all voices are heard. Children will be much happier to speak out if they feel comfortable in their
environment and with their peers. We will assume the regular curriculum from Monday.

Have a lovely weekend,

M Afreedi
Headteacher
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