
Friday 11th March 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

Changes to Drop Off

It was a pleasure to welcome you all to the school site on Friday 4th March and see so
many parents taking their children to class and reading with us. This got us thinking about
the morning drop off and how we could incorporate this to make the most of the
interactions with parents.

From this coming Monday (14th March), parents will be able to walk their children to their
classrooms if they wish. Teachers will greet the children at the classroom door where
parents can pass on any quick messages directly to their child’s teacher.

The main gate will continue to be opened from 8:35am to 8:45pm and we ask that Years 1,
2 and 6 use the first stairwell and that Year 3, 4 and 5 use the stairwell at the back of the
courtyard, in order to reduce congestion.

As parents will not all be waiting in the courtyard and all leaving at 8:45am, this should
ensure that the pavement on Downham Road is less congested. Years 4, 5 and 6 can
now come through the Downham Road entrance.

If parents wish to drop children off at the gate, they are welcome to do so as staff will be on
the gate to greet all children.

We do ask that for parents with buggies/prams, that these are not brought upstairs. If you
wish to take your child to their class upstairs, babies will need to be kept with you and
carried.

Collection arrangements at the end of the day will continue as normal.

Punctuality
A large number of children are arriving late to school at the moment. This really does have
a detrimental effect on their learning and the learning of their peers. We are asking all
families who are arriving late more than on an exceptional occasion to really make an
effort to arrive at school on time, so we can start learning swiftly and calmly and optimise
the children’s concentration.
Gate opens for all children at 8.35am and closes at 8.45am, any arrivals after this
time will be recorded as late and this will have an impact on their attendance record.

British Science Week: 11th March - 20th March
Today marks the start of British Science Week. The theme this year is growth. In
assemblies, children have been introduced to the theme and to think of as many areas as
possible of science that involve growth.



Below is a link that you can explore should you wish to enthuse your budding scientists at
home!

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/

Bikeability Year 5
This week Jaguar Class took part in cycle training. This was a great opportunity for
children to develop confidence in riding, learn about road safety and the rules for on-road
cycling and of course a great chance to get out in the fresh air and get some exercise. On
Monday it will be Snow Leopards’ turn, so children who have bikes will need to bring them
to school everyday next week. We ask that their bikes are brought through the school
gates and not left in the bike store. This will make it easier for the instructors to carry out
their checks and for the sessions to start promptly.

Red Nose Day - Friday 18th March
On Friday the 18th March we will be asking all children to wear one red item with their
school uniform to help raise money for Comic Relief.
Children can wear red tights, a red jumper, a red hat, red shoes, a red wig, a red or any
red item they can think of and give a £1 donation at the school gate. The money raised will
be going to many good causes. For further information of the supported charities please
click on the link: https://www.comicrelief.com/what-your-money-does

Easter Bonnet Parades & Workshop
Wednesday 30th March - Easter Bonnet Making Workshop
Parents are invited to join classes between 9 and 10am for the Easter Bonnet Workshop.
We would be extremely grateful if children could bring in some natural materials that they
can make their Easter Bonnets with prior to the session. We will happily store these in
class.

Thursday 31st March - Easter Bonnet Parade in De Beauvoir Square
9:30am Reception, Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3
2:30pm Year 4, Year 5, and Year 6
Parents are very welcome to join us for the celebrations!

Class News

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.comicrelief.com/what-your-money-does


Reception

What a fantastic week we had in reception! In maths we have been consolidating our
learning, working in addition using our counting on skills and using ten frames. We found a
yellow alien called Beegu and we are beginning to learn about why she is on earth, how
she’s feeling, how we can take care of her and how we can help her get home. We have
built rockets and spacecraft in the construction area and on the creative table. In Spanish
we are learning a new song: La Lechuza and numbers up to 15. We have been reading
Bog Baby at forest school and this week we learnt how to do a scientific drawing of a worm
looking closely and using descriptive language.

Year 1

We have had another great week in Year 1! In maths, we have been learning about length
and height. We have had fun using a ruler to measure objects on our tables and around
the classroom. In English, we have begun writing our letters to the Great Pasha of Egypt,
to persuade him to send Zeraffa back to his home country. In RE, we are continuing to
learn about Palm Sunday. In PSHE, we have been learning about what to do if we get lost.
We created lost posters for our real/imaginary pets. In science, we have been learning
about the four seasons. This week our focus is the spring season.

Year 2

We have had another fantastic week in year 2! The highlight this week was building
houses in Outdoor Learning to show what we have been learning in science. It was a real
struggle to get our houses to be waterproof but we had plenty of fun. In maths this week
we focussed on adding and subtracting using tens and ones. For English we continued
writing our newspaper report, making sure to include factual information and using 3rd
person. In PSHE we have been learning about crossing the road safely and we can now
confidently say the 4 rules; Stop, Look, Listen and Think.



Year 3

What a great week in Year 3! We learnt all about how to treat bites and stings in PSHE and
had fun role playing scenarios, as well as playing “Is it a biter or a stinger?” In maths we
continued our learning on measurement and are beginning to understand how to calculate
the perimeter of a shape. Do you know how mountains are formed? We definitely do, so
be sure to ask us over the weekend if you’re interested! As always we have gone above
and beyond in English by writing a note as one of the characters in Ice Palace explaining
why we suddenly disappeared from the family home… Finally, Happy (belated)
International Women’s Day!

Year 4

In maths this week we have continued our learning with fractions and decimals. Children
have been representing amounts in both fractions and decimals. We also explored how
many decimal numbers we could make using 10 counters on a place value chart (ones
and tenths only) and then put them in ascending order. In English we are continuing to
write the next chapter of our core text ‘The Promise’. The children have been organising
their work into paragraphs and experimenting with different adverbs and adverbials
phrases to ensure they grab the reader’s attention. In science we have been learning
about the effects of different drinks on our teeth. Our experiments provided a lot of
information to observe and record.

Year 5

In Maths, we are continuing our learning on fractions by multiplying whole numbers with
integers. In English, we are exploring and planning character descriptions of trolls from the
book we are reading; ‘The Song from Somewhere else’. The children have been using
similes and metaphors to enhance their troll’s description. In Computing, we have been
planning our storyboard animation in sequence to show how it will be when it comes to life
using Stop Motion.



Year 6
Year 6 have been extremely busy this week. In Maths, we have been looking closely at
angles and how to work out missing values. In turn, applying this to solve tricky problems.
In English, we have been working on writing a diary entry in the role of William who has
run away after his father was arrested for committing treason against King Henry VIII. The
children have worked incredibly hard to embed the sheer emotions that William would
have felt and managed to incorporate a variety of tudor language.

Staffing Updates
We are sadly saying goodbye to Ms Kelly on Tuesday 15th March. Ms Kelly has been the
School Administrator/Receptionist at HNPS for 1 and a half years and has contributed
greatly to the school office. We wish Ms Kelly all the very best in her new career and look
forward to her coming back to visit.

We will be joined by Miss Phillips who will provide temporary cover of the reception area
while we are recruiting a long term employee.

Congratulations!
Huge congratulations to Ms O’Reilly who gave birth to a beautiful little girl on 28th
February.Wishing Miss O’Reilly and baby Clodagh every health and happiness.

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.

School Award Star of the Week Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions Daniel Ellie Escher Freddie

Tigers Nissi Mila Isambard Gareth

Penguins Benjamin Niamh Laura Ada Bella

Turtles Ahmed Omar Esther Estelle

Gorillas Imran George Zeni Ella

Orangutans Dani Etta Hira Naomi



Junior Classes
(KS2)

Responsibility Curious Learner Self- Belief Star of the Week

Giant Pandas Kareema Mamegiarra Erina Joe

Polar Bears Raven Morten Joshua Siobhan

Whales E’Loheka Isabella Daphne Mabel

Bottlenose Dolphins Fatima Yannis Lorena Xavier

Jaguars Sade Arturo Amra Oskar

Snow Leopards Remi Mayah Leyre Mickeal

Elephants Nora Coco Dai-Shonaye Anna

Rhinoceroses Reneisha Isabella Sam Charlie

Yours sincerely,

Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


