
  Reception Autumn 1 Curriculum Overview 
 
 

English 
Core Text 1: 
The Colour Monster - Anna Llenas (5 weeks) 

Maths 
 
In Maths we will be focusing on: 

Core Text 2: 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea - Judith Kerr (6 
weeks) 

 

 
Reading: (Word reading / Comprehension) 
This term we will be teaching children how to 
orally segment and blend, to hear initial 
sounds, to link sounds to letters and Phonics - 
Phase 2. To link letters to sounds, to blend and 
read CVC words, to read Phase 2 tricky words, 
to begin Phase 3, to retell what they have read 
and to use information from pictures for 
comprehension. 

 

 
Writing and Fine Motor: 
This term we will be teaching children pencil 
grip and letter formation. We will be using 
playdough - rolling, patting, snipping, zips, 
cutting etc, tracing colour monster, scissor 
control, cutting different materials e.g card, 
focus on collaging -ripping, tearing, folding, 
Phase 2 letter formation, cutting along circles 
and lines. 

- knowing numbers to 10 
- Counting with 1:1 correspondence 
- Combining two groups/numbers 
- Nursery rhyme counting songs 
- Ordering the school day 
- Names and properties of 2D shapes 
- Patterns 

 
In the second half of the term we will be 
focusing on: 

- knowing numbers 10-20, 
- knowing that teen numbers include a 

10 and a XX, 
- counting on from a number 
-  Counting with 1:1 correspondence for 

numbers 10-20, 
- Ordering Numicon tiles 
- Find one more and one less 
-  Introduction to money (Book - The 

Shopping Basket) 

We will teach students to distinguish between 
marks and write some letters in their name. 
We will give them mark making opportunities 
and free choice related to our core book. They 
will learn to write their name and other 
letters, to write CVC words, begin to attempt 
captions, to engage in open ended writing 
using letters they have learnt, to write Phase 2 
tricky words, story map of Tiger Who Came to 
Tea, writing captions or words to retell the 
story and to write shopping lists. 

 



Music 
 
In Music we will be learning lots of new songs 
to help learn about rhythm and pitch. We will 
be learning To sing so, mi and la and to clap 
crotchet and quaver rhythms. 

Understanding The World 
 
This term we will be exploring the students 
lives within Hackney in our topic ‘all about 
me’. We will be looking at our homes, 
different families, different jobs and likes and 
dislikes. 

 
In IT they will be Programming Beebots, using 
Ipads to take pictures Bonfire night, safety, 
fireworks, 

Communication and Language 

 
This term we will be focusing on Retelling The 
Colour Monster, Talking partners, singing - call 
and response, circle time, question scaffolds 
from staff 

 
Retelling the story, story map, makaton the 
story, role play characters, hot seating, open 
ended provision, question scaffolds from staff 

PSED 

 
This term we will be focusing on building 
relationships, learning rules and boundaries, 
learning how to play and to say likes and 
dislikes. 

 
We will be using the Tiger to talk about 
behaviour choices, turn taking games, hot 
seating, using the bikes for relay/team races, 
rolling logs in twos, carrying large sticks in 
small groups, singing in groups and beginning 
to sing on our own. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 
The children will be given free choice and will 
have access to creative activities related to our 
core book. 

 
For our core book The Colour Monster, 
students will be learning the power of picture 
drawings, creating feelings jars, responding to 
music by drawing, creating patterns making 
pumpkin soup as well as many more open 
ended creative opportunities. 

 
For our core book The Tiger who came to Tea 
they will be designing and creating fruit from 
clay, creating cardboard TWCtT character 
puppets, collaging and creating their very own 
cafe. 

Religious education 
 
Topic: Me, myself and I 
Religion Studied: Morals 
Key Learning: School rules and expectations. 
How we treat each other and how our actions 
affect those in our community 



Spanish 
 
We will be linking our spanish lessons to our 
core book the colour monster learning the 
colours, feelings and body parts. 

 
In the second of the term we will be linking the 
lesson to The Tiger Who Came To Tea learning 
about food, animals and numbers. 

Computing 
 
Children will exploring a range of online games 
to support their learning in reading and 
number. 
They will name different devices they use in 
everyday life and label parts, such as 
keyboards, monitor, mouse pad etc 

Physical Education 

 
This term the students will be taught by a PE 
specialist coach. These are the skills they will 
be focusing on” 

 
Ball skills 

- Throwing & kicking 
- Kicking & striking 
- Controlling a ball 
- Tracking a ball 

 
Footwork & co-ordination 

- Changing speeds 
- Turning 

What happens if your child cannot be at 
school because they are self-isolating. 

 
If your child has to stay at home, they can 
access all their lessons on Google Drive. 
Lessons will be uploaded each day and can be 
accessed via your child’s Google Account. 
Please do ask if you do not have your child’s 
log in details. 

 


