Friday 3rd December 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

Christmas Decoration Workshops
Thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas decoration workshops on Monday for
Reception, Year 1, 2 & 5. It was wonderful to have parents back on site enjoying the
festivities with the children and staff.
Christmas Trail
This is a reminder that the De Beauvoir Christmas Trail will be taking place this Saturday
11-3pm. The fundraising team have worked extremely hard on multiple events for the
school and hope you all show your appreciation by dropping by. It’s a great way to raise
funds for the school, catch up with friends and tick a few items off the Christmas shopping
list.
Festive Auction
Friends of HNPS are putting on a Festive Auction this year (a link to the auction will be
shared early next week) and the bidding will close during a zoom part on Thursday 16th
December.
Expect exciting items from local businesses, restaurant vouchers, local designers’ and
makers’ goods and quite a few lovely gifts donated by our HNPS families’ own businesses.
One of our prizes is £60 voucher for Dabba Drop, the east London vegan delivery of
incredible plant based curries.
Dabba Drop kindly want to extend the Dabba-love to everyone at our school so they’ve
also created a discount code that you can share far and wide: HNPS50 . The code will
give users 50% off their first DabbaDrop order, simply visit www.dabbadrop.co.uk and
enter the code in the voucher code box. There is not currently an expiry date on this code
but it is limited to the north east London area.
Hanukkah Assembly With Mr Caplan

On Thursday we were delighted to welcome Mr Caplan to HNPS. He spoke to the children
about a very special festival for people from the Jewish Faith, ‘Hanukkah’. The children
(and adults) very much enjoyed listening to him tell the story of how Hanukkah came to be
a special celebration. We also learned about some Jewish traditions and Mr Caplan even
gave us all a chocolate gelt!

Assembly with Author Alex Bellos

We are delighted to share that Alex Bellos the author of the Football School series will be
coming to HNPS on Monday 13th December to run an assembly for children in Years 3, 4,
5, & 6. Local book store Burley Fisher Books will also be running a stall outside the school
gates where you can buy a copy of one of Alex’s books which he will sign. If you wish to
pre-order any of the books please see the attached information to the main email.

A free performing arts programme for free school meals children at Princess May Primary School
will be running from Monday 20th December 2021 - Thursday 23rd December 2021 from 10am 2pm. Please click on the link below if you would like to register your child

https://www.skipzproductions.org/skipzhafhackney
Christmas Party Day & Christmas Fair Update
Next Friday 10th December is Christmas Party Day. The children will be able to wear their
own party clothes to school, though we do ask that all children wear appropriate footwear
(trainers, flat boots, or flat, closed in shoes with straps/laces to ensure they are safe when
running around at playtimes.
On the same day we will also have a special Christmas dinner prepared by Fuel for
Learning (we are very excited about this!)
In the afternoon we were planning on holding an alternative Christmas fair where
volunteers would come in to run stalls for the children. However, due to the rise in
COVID-19 cases we are cautious that we need to minimise the number of groups mixing
on site, as we really do not want our families or the local community to be at greater risk of
self-isolation. We will therefore extend the party day for children with discos and activities
run by staff throughout the afternoon. Collection time will remain as 4pm.
School Performances
We have a busy couple of weeks ahead so below is a reminder of the events that parents
are invited to. We would like to remind parents that only 2 adults from each family are able
to attend. We also ask that adults wear face masks and sanitise their hands on arrival.
Doors will be left open to ensure the room is well ventilated.
We do not allow parents to film or take pictures at school performances. Please ensure
that all mobile devices are turned off or are on silent for the duration of the concerts.
School staff will record all performances and upload to Tapestry.
Tuesday 7th December:
Reception Nativity Play - 9:30am-10:30am
Year 1 Nativity Play - 2:30pm-3:30pm

Wednesday 8th December:
Year 2 Nativity Play - 9:30am-10:30am
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Singing Concerts at St Peter’s CHurch (De Beauvoir Square)
2:30pm-3:30pm (parents can collect children straight from the concert, but please wait for
staff to dismiss your child so they can be marked as collected).
Tuesday 14th December
Strings Concerts in the school hall
9:30 - Y1 & 4 - School Hall
2:30 - Y2 & 5 -School Hall
Wednesday 15th December
Strings Concerts in the school hall
9:30 - Y 3 & 6
Friday 17th December
School finishes at 12 noon
Scholastic Book Fair

A reminder that the book fair will continue next week!
● Friday 3rd – Year 4 - school courtyard at the back near the kitchen
● Monday 6th – Year 3 - school courtyard at the back near the kitchen
● Tuesday 7th – Year 2 - school courtyard at the back near the kitchen
● Wednesday 8th – Year 1 & Reception - school courtyard at the back near the kitchen
Family and friends can buy Book Fair Gift Vouchers from the Scholastic website prior to the fair so
children can spend these at the Book Fair. https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers

Gingerbread village
Children have been busy in the kitchen during after school club this week with chef Damian. The
children helped build a gingerbread village. Please look out for it in our entrance window.

Class News
Reception

We had an astonishing start to the Christmas season with the decorations workshop,
thanks again to all the parents that supported us with this, our classrooms are looking
much more festive! This week we visited Egypt, Kenya and South Africa and wrote
descriptions of African animals. In maths we learnt how to add two single digit numbers
and started to learn how to write a number sentence. At our last session of forest school
for the term, we made squirrel feeders. Parents for our core book grand finale could you
talk to your children about their dream destination. If you could travel on a flying carpet like
granny, where would you go?
Year 1

We have had another busy week in Year 1. We started off the week with Christmas
workshops, which were great fun! This week in maths, we have been comparing groups of
objects, understanding sequencing and number patterns. In English, we have started our
story maps, creating a story with a setting, character, beginning, middle (the problem) and
end (the solution). In geography we have identified the oceans in relation to the continents.
In DT, we have explored the importance of a healthy diet and sorted pictures of food into
two groups (healthy food and junk food). In Spanish, we have learned about classroom
objects and how to say them confidently.
Year 2

What another busy and eventful week we have had in Year 2. We started the week with a
Christmas decoration workshop which was a huge success. In maths we have been
looking at the properties of 3D shapes while in English we have written a persuasive letter
to Doctor Hughes asking him not to burn the precious Velveteen Rabbit. We have been
completing our maths and grammar challenges this week, alongside making moving
monsters in DT.
Year 3

It has been another productive week for the Giant Pandas and Polar Bears! The Year 3
teachers have been most impressed with everyone’s hard work. The students have been
designing and constructing castles in Design and Technology as well as having very
insightful debates about whether or not Christmas has lost its true meaning. The students’
ability to think critically while respectfully challenging and building on each others’ ideas
was of a very high standard!
Year 4

This week we have been putting our maths and reading skills into practise and
embarrassing new challenges. We have really enjoyed our DT project this term. We have
been experimenting with prototypes before building our structures. Our next step is to
bring our structures to life with electricity and decoration! As part of our citizenship lessons
in PSHE, We had a visit from Renisha and Michelle from Children with Voices who also
run the local Community Food Hub in Hackney. They spoke to us about all the wonderful
ways in which they support our local community to reduce food waste, fight hunger and
poverty and help children understand the importance of healthy eating. Be sure to ask us
about the fantastic work they do for the community.
Year 5
This week we have started learning about statistics in maths, looking at the different ways
that tables can convey data, and how to problem solve questions involving data. We've
also started to write our fact files about the Caribbean and will be continuing this next
week. In geography we have looked at the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and been
learning about the types of biomes typically found in this region of the world.

Year 6
The children have worked incredibly hard this week at their first round of assessments. We
are so proud of the perseverance and effort every one of them have put into showing off
their learning so far. In the afternoons we have been learning all about coding and
deciphering codes. We have even cracked some ourselves! On Friday we will be learning
more about Bletchley Park and ciphers throughout WWII. Our final project is a
presentation about our learning and a computing hero from history. We can’t wait for you
all to see them. Have a lovely weekend.

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.
School Award

Star of the Week

Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions

Milo

Tariebi

Zoe

Elouan

Tigers

Elisha

Penelope

Nissi

Arlo

Penguins

Myles

Kareem

Alice

Melisa

Turtles

Aria

Leon K

Sofia

Elana

Gorillas

Tia

Chris

Billy

Sonni

Orangutans

Etta

Joaquin

Laila

Lorenzo

Junior Classes
(KS2)

Responsibility

Curious

Self- Belief

Star of the

Learner

Week

Giant Pandas

Erina

Zelig

Tundra

Shanaye

Polar Bears

Siobhan

Maya

Flora

Mathias

Whales

Asa

Mila

Isabella

Keziah

Bottlenose Dolphins

Bear

Jude

Olivia

Charya

Jaguars

Brooke

Katie

Sara

Maxeem

Snow Leopards

Leyre

Adaora

Mickeal

Derrick

Elephants

Elsa

Nick

Tallulah

Max

Rhinoceroses

Mira

Marley

Henry

Bradley

Yours sincerely,
Ms Afreedi
Headteacher

