Friday 12th November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

Diary Dates for Christmas Events
There has been a change in dates for the Year 5 Christmas decoration workshop. Due to
clashes with swimming, Year 5 parents will now be invited to join their children for the
workshop on Monday 29th November, 9-10am. All other year groups dates/times remain
the same (diary dates attached for your reference). Unfortunately we will be unable to
attend the Christmas Pantomime at Hackney Empire as they were not selling group tickets
for schools this year. Due to the increase in COVID-19 infections, we have sourced a
personalised virtual pantomime that children will have access to at school.

Quartet Concert
For one night only, the music team of HNPS with Paola Delucchi will be holding a quartet
concert in sponsorship of the HNPS instrument programme at St Peter De Beauvoir on
Monday 22nd November at 7pm. Ticket numbers are limited and will be on a first come
first serve basis. Please click on the link should you wish to buy a tickets
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/206176237677
Netball Competition

This Wednesday 9 of our Year 5 students represented HNPS at the Young Hackney High
Five Netball competition. This was a momentous moment in the history of HNPS Physical
Education, being the first inter school sporting competition the school has taken part in.
We are very proud of the efforts the children put in leading up to the competition and the
sportsmanship and skill they showed at the competition. We look forward to taking more
children to further competitions in the future.

Garden Club
Garden Club has made a great start in replanting the first three of the empty raised beds
on the roof terrace. Firstly we had to weed them thoroughly, then we mixed the remaining
soil with fresh compost and perlite – a volcanic glass that’s heated to 1000ºC until it
expands like popcorn and is great for water retention and aeration in planters. We then
planted Spring-flowering bulbs, including tulips, alliums and narcissi, before adding a
‘lollipop’ bay tree to the centre of each bed. We then surrounded these small trees with a
variety of aromatic plants and herbs including thyme, lavender, rosemary, hyssop and
helichrysum italicum, or curry plant as it’s more commonly called. We then added
decorative bark around the plants to suppress weeds, help retain moisture and prevent soil
erosion from the wind. Lastly we watered everything thoroughly. The plants may be small
now, but by Summer next year, they’ll have grown considerably, creating a wonderfully
fragrant entrance to the roof terrace.
All the children involved have been very enthusiastic at getting stuck in, so apologies for all
the soil under fingernails. Next we’re adding a pond surrounded by decorative grasses.
Staff Updates
We are delighted to announce that the HNPS team will temporarily be expanding on
Monday until May 2022. We will be joined by apprentices Mr Chowdhry and Miss Sykaj
who will be working across the school office and supporting media for the school.

Class News
Reception

We have had a very busy week meeting with our parents and sharing some of the
amazing learning that our children have been doing over their first term at school. We
really look forward to meeting with the rest of our parents next week. We began our core
book My Granny Went to Market this week with a plane ride, thank you for supporting us
with this, it was a great success. In maths we have continued learning about shape, talking
about properties. Can you go on a shape hunt at home or whilst out and about? Ask your
child to prove that a shape is the shape they say, this will get them using mathematical

language such as ‘sides’ and ‘corners’.

Important parent message: We are going on a class trip to Ridley Road Market instead of
forest school on Tuesday 23rd November. Please follow this link to give permission for
your child to attend this trip by Tuesday 16th November. Thank you.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezyV5aqOHPM7Q0pCmSNckUygiH-DaF
DIvftZz7UzvcDB05aQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
Year 1

We have had a busy week in year 1! In maths, we have been learning how to subtract
numbers using a number line and part-whole model. In English, we have been writing
descriptive sentences about the dark - using adjectives and similes to strengthen our
writing. We enjoyed Geography this week, learning about maps and creating our own
maps. In Spanish we have been learning about the feelings and the colours.
Year 2

We have had another eventful week in year 2! This week we did a deep dive into our
corebook, exploring the feelings of the Velveteen Rabbit and the Boy. We then wrote some
amazing diary entries using first person and expanded noun phrases. In maths this week
we have been learning a range of strategies to help us solve division problems. It has
been really helpful knowing our 2, 5 and 10 times tables to help us find the answers! We
had so much fun in science this week, learning about animals and their different habitats.
We even got to build our own habitat in class!
Year 3

It’s been a busy week in Year 3. We have been recapping our times tables in maths and
we are feeling confident and even showing off our division knowledge daily! In English, we

have been super sneaky and have been reading the diary of one of our character’s to
learn about the key features of a diary entry. We have loved listening to the next part of the
story and hearing how the brave Hogarth trapped the colossal Iron Man. Next week we will
be writing diary entries in role as Hogarth. We played a fun game in science which taught
us about carnivores, herbivores and omnivores in science, ask us about it at home!

Year 4

We had a great start to the week by discovering more about Varjak Paws family and
relationships within our core book..We have just seen his venture to the outside world for
the first time! In science, we have learnt about how electricity gets into our homes and how
the electrical items in our homes receive electricity. We also explored the energy we exert!
In maths, we have been measuring perimeter and learnt about rectilinear shapes. Today
we measured the perimeter of the planters, boards, and the roof garden using meter
length string.
Year 5
It’s been a lovely week in Year 5. We did some excellent experimentation with different
materials to find out which would keep an ice cube frozen the longest. We were shocked to
find that fabric was the best insulator as many of us had predicted it would add too much
extra heat to the ice cube. In English we have been writing in role as Sam the fisherman
and have created some incredible diary entries full of high level emotional vocabulary. In
maths we have been learning about multiplication and division facts. Make sure to ask to
hear our prime number song! Have a wonderful weekend.
Year 6

It has been another successful week in year 6. Students have continued to flourish in the
pool and all of the students have continued to improve. Swimming has been a huge
success and the students have given very positive feedback about it. Again, we’d like to

extend an enormous thank you to the parents for their support in walking the students to
and from school. In the dryer climate of the classroom, students have been learning about
evolution in science where they have engaged in Darwin’s theories and the formation of
fossils. In our geography unit, the UK and the World, students have learnt about the
development of the Prime Meridian and how time zones work. In English, we have been
continuing to read Macbeth to build our knowledge for a persuasive text that the student
will begin writing next week!

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.
School Award

Star of the Week

Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions

Freddie

Hevin

Ece

Mia

Tigers

Osmond

Gareth

Kayla’Isis

Rodney

Penguins

Ruby-Ann

Lila

Agatha

Clinton

Turtles

Lily

Leni

William

Micah

Gorillas

Victor

Eliana

Alice

Modadeola

Orangutans

Amarhi

Nazar

Solin

Herbie

Junior Classes
(KS2)

Responsibility

Curious

Self- Belief

Star of the

Learner

Week

Giant Pandas

Shanaye

Kareema

Scout

Joseph

Polar Bears

Joshua

Carter

Lewis

Luca

Whales

Evie

Nora

Inez

Gabriel

Bottlenose Dolphins

Charya-Eve

Xavier

Harriet

Gabriel

Jaguars

Lois

Malachi

Ali

Sade

Snow Leopards

Nono

Landon

Derrick

Amalia

Elephants

Anna

Dai-Shonaye

Lula

Atlas

Rhinoceroses

Charlie

Tamara

Lola

Ada

Yours sincerely,
Ms Afreedi
Headteacher

