
Friday 1st October 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

https://www.jeansforgenes.org/
Jeans for Genes Day

Thank you for all your support and your kind donations with Jeans for Genes day. We
enjoyed seeing children in their denim in school. We raised a total of £386.97. This money
will be sent to the charity Jeans for Genes day to support the Children’s Medical Research
Institute and help find cures for children’s genetic diseases. Please visit their website for
more fundraising ideas at www.jeansforgenesday.org

Keeping Children Safe Online
Last week we sent home some information about keeping your children safe online. We
have further information this week that we feel parents will find useful. Please find attached
information posters on top tips for  WhatsApp and Tik Tok.

Parent Reps
We are very grateful for the parents who have stepped forward to be parent reps. Below is
a list of who is parent rep in each class. We still have vacancies in Years 2 and 3 so please
do let the school office know if you are interested.
hnpsinfo@ekotrust.org.uk
The next parent meeting will be Tuesday 19th October at 9am-9:45am.

Class Parent
Representative

Class Parent
Representative

Year Reception Lions Konstyantyn
(Anastasia’s
Dad)

Tigers Emma (Laurie’s
Mum)

Year 1 Penguins Michael (Nina’s
Dad)

Turtles Cindy (Elana’s
Mum)

Year 2 Orangutans Niyati (Sassin’s
Mum)

Gorillas Vacant

Year 3 Polar Bears Mark (Luca’s
Dad)

Giant Pandas Vacant

Year 4 Dolphins Veronica Whales Sam (Daphne’s
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(Olivia’s Mum) Dad)

Year 5 Jaguars Tamara
(Brooke’s Mum)

Snow Leopards Dann (Olive’s
Dad)

Year 6 Rhinos Alicia (Lola’s
Mum)

Elephants Pamela (Atlas’
Mum)

SignUp
Thank you to all the helpers we have had this week, we wouldn’t be able to run the many
off-site activities without your continued support.

Please note - If you need to change the Signup slot you have picked or need to cancel,
please do not email via Signup. This mailbox will not be monitored. Instead, please
cancel your slot in order for another parent to join and email the school office on:
hnpsinfo@ekotrust.org.uk

We look forward to seeing many of you on our outdoor excursions very soon.
Mrs Perry-Reid.

Year 6 Secondary School Transition
This is a gentle reminder that although the deadline for Secondary Schools applications is
midnight on 31st October 2021 please apply early preferably by Friday 22nd October
2021. You should complete Hackney Education’s Common Application Form online at
www.eadmissions.org.uk. You can list up to six state-funded secondary schools,
academies or free schools anywhere in London. List your favourite school as the first
preference, then your next favourite school as your second preference and so on.

If you are struggling with completing the online admission application then please contact
the school office and we will arrange a time with you to assist you to apply.

If you would like to contact the School Admissions Team below are there contact details.

Email: secondary.transfer@hackney.gov.uk
Telephone: 020 8220 7000 (option 3) Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm

Year 6 Banding and Cognitive Ability Test (CAT)
Most Hackney secondary schools use banding to ensure they admit a wide range of
children of different abilities. Every child who applies to a Hackney secondary school sits a
Cognitive Ability Test (CAT) and the mean scores are used to group applications into 4 or 5
ability bands. Children are assigned to bands either by:

● Using pre-defined scores to delineate the bands, OR
● By dividing the applicant pool into 4 or 5 groups of roughly the same size (ie.e

smaller number of children in each band)
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After children are assigned to bands the application criteria are used to rank applicants
within the band to determine who has priority for the places available in that band.
The same number of places are available in each band. This normally means the same
number of children are offered a place from each band.

The exception is when a band has places remaining but no children left waiting to be
offered a place in that band. In this case the places are moved to the next band and
offered to those left in that band. Waiting lists are maintained for each band group.

Our Year 6 pupils will be sitting the CATs test between Monday 11th October and Friday
22nd October. While many tests focus on a child’s attainment in core subjects, CAT4 is
designed to give schools a much broader, more rounded view of each child, their potential
and how they learn.

Tasks involve thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-Verbal Reasoning), words (Verbal
Reasoning), numbers (Quantitative Reasoning) and some questions are answered by
mentally generating and transforming visual images (Spatial Ability). GL Assessments who
have devised the tests strongly advise against any kind of practice ahead of a CAT4 test
as this will alter the reliability of test scores. The point of CAT4 is that it is not a test of
learnt knowledge and it needs to be as unaffected as possible by any external factors,
such as practice. Think of it like an eye test; if you practice ahead of an eye test and
memorise the card, your diagnosis may not be correct and valuable information may be
missed.

CAT4 is a timed assessment and is administered under formal conditions. However, each
section of the assessment includes introductory information with practice examples, and
these will familiarise the children with the style and format of the questions. These sections
are not timed and may be repeated.

Some of you may be wondering if additional time is allowed for children with SEND.
Unfortunately, CAT4 is a timed assessment and additional time is not permitted as this will
affect the reliability of the results. CAT4 is not just about what and how it tests but how the
questions are answered within a set timeframe. The timed element makes it diagnostically
very powerful.

CAT4 subtests are generously timed and most children reach the final questions, however
there may have been a minority of students during the standardisation process who would
have obtained higher scores if they had been given more time. Therefore, giving extra time
to a particular student could give an inflated view of their relative ability when comparing
their results with the CAT4 norms.

Autumn Term Diary Dates



There has been a slight amendment to the parent teacher meeting dates.
Please see the updated overview attached to the email.

Class News

Reception

We have had an amazing week. We had our first visit to the forest school site on Tuesday
and were so proud of how reception managed their excitement. We went for a forest walk
and learnt some of our forest school rules. Next week we will be learning all about our
boundaries within our forest school site. A big thank you to our parent volunteers this
week. We have begun learning our phase 2 sounds in phonics, please refer to this picture
below as this is the order we will be learning our sounds.

Year 1

Year 1 has had another busy and very fun week. We have been focusing on ordering
numbers and objects in maths and using the mathematical language of ordinal numbers to
describe position and place. In English we have been reciting a character description of
Traction Man with words, pictures and actions. We then used the character description to
help us write our own sentences to describe the character. In PSHE we explored emotions
and feelings and how to recognise them in others around us. This week in Religious
Education, we discussed ways in which we can treat our planet with care and kindness.



Year 2

What a fun week we had in Year 2. Our first session of outdoor learning was a success
even with a little bit of rain. In maths we have been using our knowledge of 10s and 1s to
add and subtract 2 digit numbers. In English we wrote a persuasive letter to our character
Robot to convince him to not give up on his journey. Geography saw us researching
countries of the UK in which we will create tourism brochures for. In R.E. we examined the
parable of The Good Samaritan in depth and discussed the meaning of Jesus message to
love your neighbour as yourself. We still require volunteers for Orangutans outdoor
learning next week.

Year 3

What an incredible week we have had in Year 3! We have learnt so much about the Stone
Age and what it means to stay healthy. Our first outdoor learning session was a huge
success. We listened to a story and had our snack. Afterwards, in our art session, we used
wire and tried to create different shapes by bending it. We then joined groups and had the
task of creating a fish by combining all of our wires. We had so much fun. In Maths this
week, we finished our first topic about place value and began our next topic of addition and
subtraction. We had to represent number sentences in different ways which we all
mastered. For example, drawing them in diennes and writing them in words.

Year 4



It’s been a wonderful week in Year 4! In English, we have completed our very persuasive
letters to Professor Brownstone, in the hope of earning a ticket to visit the wondrous
Brownstone family vault. In Maths we have continued our topic of place value by adding 1,
10, 100 and 1000 more or less to a given number. Our highlight of the week was definitely
our return to Outdoor Learning, where we used compasses to work out our bearings and
even had a go at making our own using natural materials.

Year 5

Year 5 has had a wonderful week of learning with many highlights. We had our first
outdoor learning session for a year and a half which was wonderful. We headed down the
road to De Beauvoir Square where we practised our controlled football passes, made
parachutes to test aerodynamics and sketched the Victorian buildings we could see. On
Thursday afternoon we also had a visit from Mayah’s grandmother to talk about her
religion Hinduism. We had so many questions and learnt about Hindu beliefs, gods and
celebrations. In maths we have been learning how to round to 100,000 - try this out with us
at home. In English we’ve been learning a persuasive letter by heart. Ask us for a recital!

Year 6

We’ve had a busy week in Year 6. In maths lessons, we have been working on our mental
strategies to solve calculations. In English, we have been continuing our story of Tom’s
Midnight Garden and have learned our model text through drama. In history,we conducted
a debate on the trade relationship between Portugal and Benin and in science we’ve been
learning about how our bodies transport water and nutrients. We also loved our first
Outdoor Learning for the year!



Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.

School Award Star of the Week Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions Ruby Elan Jaya Dexter

Tigers Edie Millie Filippos Ropheka

Penguins Sid Ruby-Ann Lila Jahkira

Turtles Jusari Naia Leni Thomas

Gorillas Imran George Naiomi Maryam

Orangutans Nazar Amber Etta Eras

Junior Classes
(KS2)

Responsibility Curious

Learner

Self- Belief Star of the

Week

Giant Pandas Janah Kawa Shanaye Noor

Polar Bears Rilon Luca Morten Arianna

Whales Misha Feyza Lucy Isabella

Bottlenose Dolphins Yannis Hazal Gabriel Bear

Jaguars Brooke Ali James Nil



Snow Leopards

Elephants Ella Freya Anna Kingsley

Rhinoceroses Alfie Awa Lola Tamara

Yours sincerely,
Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


