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Before You Apply:

● Make sure to read through Hackney education’s secondary transfer guide 
which contains all of key information you need to make your applications. 

● Here is the link for the guide 
http://education.hackney.gov.uk/secondaryguide

● Attend an online information session using your smartphone, tablet, laptop 
or desktop computer. Visit 
https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/secondary-transfer-briefings  for 
more information. 

● Find your local schools - you can find schools near your home online at 
http://map.lgfl.org.uk/eAdmissions/ 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://education.hackney.gov.uk/secondaryguide&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490891000&usg=AOvVaw0pClCQOIg09urC2K-EvvAF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/secondary-transfer-briefings&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490892000&usg=AOvVaw0Hiif7h4Ud-vUzltrVh0tI
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://map.lgfl.org.uk/eAdmissions/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490892000&usg=AOvVaw1dOa29ln4821FK3Gd5zcWr
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● Decide the order of your preferences You should list more than one school 
(maximum 6). Listing only one school does not mean you will be offered a 
place. The order is important. List your favourite school as the first 
preference, then your next favourite school as your second preference and so 
on. Listing a school as your first preference does not increase your chance of 
being offered a place. 



Key Points to Note:

● Please make a note of the dates that Hackney Education offers - they are 
slightly different then the statutory ones. 

● Please make sure that you visit or attend the open days of schools that you 
are thinking about as that will give you insight into the school’s culture and 
ethos. 

● Hackney Education’s guide to secondary school transfer has a step by step 
guidance for the application process. 



Which schools should I visit? 
Depending on where you live, when you take into account distance and transport routes, 
the reality is there may not be very many schools to look at. Nearly all schools base their 
admission criteria on the distance between your home and the school, and priority is 
usually given to siblings, so do a bit of research first to find out what your options really 
are. You'll find an admission policy and prospectus on most school websites.

You can search and compare local schools using your postcode on the gov.uk website, 
and if you want to check whether a school was oversubscribed in 2018 or see where their 
current intake live, find a house near yours on rightmove.com then click on the school 
checker tab!

Once you've identified the schools in your area, then pick out those you'd like to look at. 
At this stage, don't rule any out based on reputation, but do think about whether you're 
going to consider grammar, comprehensive, independent or faith schools.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490917000&usg=AOvVaw07KLWBDaZB50IPpnGpN2V5


What can I find out before the school visit?
Once you've narrowed down your search, there's plenty you can find out about a school from the 
comfort of home. Spend some time doing a bit of online research, checking out Ofsted, league 
tables, school websites and local forums.

It's important to bear in mind the selection process of the schools you're comparing. A 
comprehensive school that's on the up is unlikely to score as highly as a grammar school that's 
coasting, but a motivated team of teachers could be just what your child needs. You'll find a 
prospectus on most schools' websites. This will give you an idea of which subjects the school 
specialises in so you can consider whether these match your child's interests and talents.

Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills) is a government 
department that inspects and regulates schools and other educational institutions in England. 
All state schools are inspected at least once every three years, and while they are an indicator of 
school performance, like any measure, the results shouldn't be considered in isolation.
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Progress 8 measures how much progress pupils at a school made between the end of 
Key Stage 2 based on their Year 6 SATs scores and the end of Key Stage 4 based on GCSE 
results in up to 8 subjects including English, maths, sciences, computer science, history, 
geography and languages, and three other additional approved qualifications. These 
grades are compared to pupils across England who got similar results at the end of Key 
Stage 2.

Progress 8 scores are included in the government school comparison service.

Word of mouth. If you want to get an idea of what parents with pupils at the school 
think, ask around at your child's primary school; there are probably children in their 
class with older siblings at the schools you're considering. Conversations on local social 
media groups and forums will give you an idea of what's going on at the school and how 
well the school and parents communicate. Bear in mind though, it's often only the very 
best and the very worst that are discussed, so read with caution.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490938000&usg=AOvVaw2jESiY-gFiYbLgMgrt5PK7


How do I make the most of school open days?
There's no substitute for visiting the school yourself, so do go along to school open days. 
If the open day is held in the evening or weekend, make time for another visit on a 
normal school day so you get to see what it's like without the smokescreen of 
presentations and displays! What's the mix of kids like? How do students and teachers 
interact in class? What's behaviour like at the end of a lesson and the end of the school 
day? Is there a welcoming and happy atmosphere? Which facilities does it look like 
they're investing in?

Take your child along with you so you can gauge their reaction to the school 
environment, do they feel comfortable there? How did the teachers and older students 
interact with them? It's about finding the right fit for your child.



Listen to the headteacher’s talk

Go along to the headteacher's talk to get a feel for the school and it's leadership. 
What do they value? What is their vision for the school? Is the school taking a 
whole-child approach or is it more focused on academic achievement? How is the 
school progressing and how do children of different abilities get on? Take the 
opportunity to ask the head a few questions about what matters most to you. For 
example, what strategies do they have in place for students that aren't achieving 
their potential? How do they look after the emotional needs of pupils? Where do 
their students go on to when they leave? How does the school engage parents?



Chat with the students

Students often act as tour guides at open evenings. They may have been 
handpicked for the job, but still, teenagers are usually pretty upfront and honest 
with their opinions. Get them chatting as they show you around, ask them: What 
do you like most about the school? Which subjects are you taking? ?Which 
subjects have you made most progress in? Who are your favourite teachers? How 
do you find the workload? What support there is for students who are struggling? 
Which after school clubs do you enjoy? Who can you go to if you need help with a 
personal matter? If they're happy and confident the conversation will flow.



Talk to the teachers

Get a feel for how the teachers interact with parents as well as students. Do they 
reflect the same values as the head? Are they enthusiastic about the school, 
students and their subject? How do they bring their subject to life especially for 
students whose interests may lie in other subject areas?



When you get home

Don't dive straight in and ask your child how they felt about the school, give it 
time to sink in and then have a conversation about what you saw and whether 
they felt comfortable there. Then ask yourself... is this the right school for my 
child?



9 crucial questions to ask
1) Do you use Key Stage 2 SATs results to stream or set in Year 7? Some primary schools put pupils 

in classes based solely on SATs results. Other schools use a combination of SATs, CATs (Cognitive 
Abilities Tests), plus reports from primary schools.

2) If you do use SATs, do you use the overall results or just one single subject? ‘For example, if they 
use one subject alone and that is their not best result, then your child will be in the wrong group 
for all of their subjects when they could have been in a better group.

3) Do you set or stream? The Department for Education defines setting as grouping pupils according 
to their ability in a particular subject, whereas streaming sees youngsters put into the same ability 
class for the majority of their subjects.

4) How much is the school influenced by the EBacc? You need to know what the curriculum is going 
to look like further up the school. If the school wants to follow the English Baccalaureate, then 
there will be an emphasis on certain subjects. Other subjects popular with pupils and parents may 
not be available to the same extent, so parents need to ask how broad and balanced the curriculum 
is.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-sats-results-for&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490997000&usg=AOvVaw2KhQgppDok14gtj_Am_fX5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-7-cats-what-every-parent-needs-know&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490997000&usg=AOvVaw05eWafa-7r-cUPQ2DvMGyX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-7-cats-what-every-parent-needs-know&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490997000&usg=AOvVaw05eWafa-7r-cUPQ2DvMGyX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theschoolrun.com/secondary-school-sets-and-streams&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1631376490997000&usg=AOvVaw1-hyRU-imP_vZoBBaBechr
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5) Do you have an early entry GCSE policy? 

6) GCSE or IGCSE? The IGCSE (International GCSE) has traditionally been the exam taken in independent schools, but 
more state secondary schools are now turning to it. Check exam boards to find out.

7) Do you have mixed ability classes at GCSE? Core subjects of maths, English and science tend to be set, but some 
youngsters find they are in mixed ability groups for subjects such as history and geography when GCSE courses begin in 
Year 10.

8) How many pupils stay on into the Sixth Form? This is a good indicator of a school’s reputation for A-level teaching. If 
only a small percentage stays, then it could signal your child may have to go elsewhere to study their choice of A-level 
subjects.

9) What grades do pupils need to get to be allowed to stay in the Sixth Form? Some secondary schools require a 
certain amount of GCSEs at a certain grade, but other schools don’t follow the same criteria. 



Our Support for You

● Open Surgery Sessions where I will be happy to assist you in completing the 
online secondary school admission application. 

● If there are any schools who need a detailed reference form from the 
previous school/headteacher then please email the form to school office with 
the heading Transition to Secondary Reference FAO Ms Afreedi. 

● We will be preparing our pupils for the change by developing certain skills 
with them which will enable them to be resilient and successful - details will 
be provided in the Year 6 meet the teachers meeting next week. 

● If your child has an EHCP plan then please contact Ms Woodley for support 
with admissions. 


