
Friday 11th June 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Hackney History Week
This week we have been celebrating Hackney History Week across the school. It has been
a fantastic week, full of exciting, active lessons, creative projects and wonderful writing.
Every year group has been learning about a different migrant community in Hackney,
about where they are from and some things about their culture, why and when their
community came to Hackney, as well as their experiences of living in Hackney and the
differences they have made since being here. Every class also had a ‘virtual trip’ to the
Hackney Museum, taking part in a workshop planned and created just for our school.
Usually we would take every class to the museum, however this wasn’t possible this year.
The online workshops made up for it though, and were a wonderful highlight for the week.

Our learning all starts in Reception, where pupils have been
learning about themselves, finding out more about their own
backgrounds. Their learning is continuing next week, as they will
continue to explore some of the different countries represented in
their classes. Please let the Reception
team know if you would like to
participate in a Zoom talk about your
home country.

Year 1 have had fantastic parent and staff visitors to their
classrooms to tell the children more about their journeys from

Africa to Hackney. Pupils have loved finding
out about some of the different African
countries and cultures that are represented in our community.

Year 2 has been wonderfully creative in their
learning about Turkish and Kurdish cultures.
From painting to dancing, they’ve done it all.
Pupils each created a traditional ‘Ebru’ painting
which was a lot of fun. They have also been
focussing on the chronology of different

historical events, sequencing these on a timeline.

Year 3 have been packing suitcases, ready for
their journey to the ‘Mother Country’, in their
learning about the Windrush generation and broader
Caribbean migration to the UK. We loved seeing their
creativity and every child created a paper boat
decorated with the aspirations and dreams of
Caribbean people, ready to sail the Atlantic. Year 5



built on this learning, and discovered more about the experiences of the Windrush
generation on arrival to the UK, and how the idea that ‘the streets were paved with gold’
didn’t always live up to reality.

In year 4 pupils tackled the tricky subject of the
Vietnam War, and learned why many Vietnamese
people came to Hackney as refugees. They have
done some incredible writing, retelling the stories
of the Vietnamese Boat People. We’ve loved
being extremely active in our learning, using a

carousel of activities to study primary and secondary sources from the
time.

Hackney History Week is a really important part of our curriculum, and something we look
forward to every year. We are really hoping that next year we will be able to make this
special event one that’s even more open to parent involvement as we missed having our
families in to recognise our incredible learning this week. Thank you to all of you who
volunteered and participated in online sessions with our classes, they were really special
moments that our pupils will remember for a long time.

Reception Instrument Allocations
Many thanks for sending your child’s preferences for which instrument they would like to
learn in September. The music department is pleased to report that every child has been
allocated their first or second choice instrument. Where a response was not received, the
music team have asked children what they would most like to play. If you believe that your
child’s instrument has not been correctly allocated please contact Mr Smith via the school
office. Please note allocations made by the music team where a response was not
received cannot be changed. Please follow the link below to see your child’s allocation:

Reception Instrument Allocation 2021

Parent Meeting Reminder

We ask for all parents and carers to ensure you have booked a parent meeting as
bookings will close on Thursday 17th June - 12pm.

Parent meetings will be going ahead on the following dates :
Monday 21st June : Lions, Penguins, Orangutans, Polar Bears, Dolphins, Jaguars
Friday 25th June : Tigers, Turtles, Gorillas, Giant Pandas, Whales, Snow Leopards

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lPm3os_U02EKOFDd093h5WogKJILWnfw/view?usp=sharing


Monday 28th June : Tigers, Turtles, Gorillas, Giant Pandas, Whales, Snow Leopards
Friday 2nd July : Lions, Penguins, Orangutans, Polar Bears, Dolphins, Jaguars

We are hoping we will be able to facilitate the parent meetings onsite at HNPS. Should this
change following government guidance, we will ensure this is communicated and
alternative arrangements will be made.

Reception News

What a wonderful first week back. We have had a great time learning all about ourselves
and where we live. We have had discussions about who is in our family and we have truly
enjoyed celebrating how diverse reception is. We will be continuing this topic next week
and we need your help! If you come from or know about any of the following countries and
are happy to give a talk over Zoom then please get in touch with Miss Burdon or Miss
Mason: Turkey, Vietnam, China, Germany, Ghana, Nigeria, Somalia, Kenya, Mexico,
Venezuela, Russia, Australia, Japan and Peru. If you or your family come from anywhere
else and are keen to talk then we would of course love to hear from you. Next week, we
will be starting our new core book Granny Went to Market. The children will be making
passports and boarding the HNPS aeroplane. Please can the Tigers bring a small
suitcase/bag with summer clothes (tshirt, shorts, sunglasses, sandals etc.) and the Lions
bring a small suitcase/bag with winter clothes. They will need this for Tuesday. In maths
we have been learning all about sharing, making it fair and what to do if there are any left
over. We read When the Doorbell rang and really enjoyed sharing biscuits. In Spanish we
have started to learn the days of the week, we have learnt a dance to help us remember
them. Well done for another great week everyone!

Year 1 News

It has been a brilliant first week back in Year 1 and it is fantastic to see the children
returning with such a love for learning. In English we have been editing and publishing our



diaries which we wrote whilst in space. In maths we have been learning about money.
Children have been securing knowledge of coin recognition and using them to pay for
simple amounts. Maybe try setting up a shop at home where they can practise buying and
selling things. We loved Hackney History Week. We have been learning about migration
from Africa. We are able to identify where Africa and the UK are on a map and suggest
how someone might travel from one country to another. We were very fortunate to have a
parent speaker to share their African culture with us. The children are able to draw upon
similarities and differences between traditional African and British cultures and identify
some ways African culture has influenced Hackney - our favourite was some of the street
art and beautiful patterned fabrics.

Year 2 News

What a wonderful first week back we have had in Year 2. We have kicked off summer 1
diving into Hackney History Week. Our focus has been on Tukish and Kurdish
communities. We took part in a virtual workshop with The Hackney Museum looking at
artefacts from Tukish and Kurdish families that have moved to Hackney. We also learnt a
Turkish dance and made some Turkish artworks inspired by traditional Ebru painting and
Turkish tiles. In maths we have been reviewing addition and subtraction facts. We can now
explain the connection between numbers in a fact family and show the inverse operations
of these numbers. In English we have started our new core book The Story tree: Folktales
from around the world, first reading a story about some very cheeky monkeys in Monkey
See, Monkey Do. The children will be retelling this story next week.

Year 3 News

We’ve had a fantastic start to the final term of school. It’s been so lovely learning about the
Empire Windrush and the people who arrived in England from the Caribbean. The children
have written letters from the perspective of passengers onboard the Empire Windrush and
created their own origami boats embellished with typography explaining the reasons why



people decided to come to the UK. Our sails included key information about the journey
and the people on board - don’t forget to ask us all about it! There was a very informative
midweek workshop from Hackney Museum in which we delved a little deeper into some of
the lives of people from the Caribbean who now live in Hackney. We particularly enjoyed
having a boogie to Lord Kitchener’s - London is the Place for Me. In PSHE, we learnt how
to call for help in emergencies and how to help people with bites and stings.

Year 4 News

Year 4 has enjoyed a great first week back! For Hackney History Week, we have been
learning about the Vietnamese community. We enjoyed a scavenger hunt to find out all
about the country and culture and have learnt about people’s reasons for leaving Vietnam.
We were lucky enough to listen to a presentation by the Hackney Museum and heard a
true story about a lady named Linh Vu who made the treacherous journey in a small boat
and eventually settled in Hackney. Adrift at Sea was our core text for this week; a book
which follows Tuan and his mother on a similar, terrifying journey. The children have
rewritten this in their own words and have created some wonderful pieces of work.
This week in PSHE, we learnt that age restrictions are designed to protect us and we
looked at key ages for social media. We were surprised by what we found out! Well done
on a great first week back everyone.

Year 5 News



In Year 5 we have been super busy celebrating Hackney History Week and we have used
English, history, computing and DT lessons exploring our project: The Windrush
Generation. Children really enjoyed their virtual workshop with the Hackney History
Museum. The facilitator, Anna, was blown away by the children’s understanding of
motivating factors and challenges people faced, as well as their eloquent discussion of the
Windrush scandal. Children researched biographies of people in Hackney who emigrated
as part of the Windrush generation and created a google slides presentation which they
presented to the class. Children have also begun their DT project of the half term which is
to design a pop up book for a Year 1 child. So far they have learned about the various
mechanisms which they will use in their pop up books, such as levers, sliders and pop
ups. In maths, children have been consolidating their learning of the year. Children have
also begun their assessments and have impressed all year 5 staff with their maturity and
perseverance, as well as giving excellent test advice, such as “ slow down and think first,”
and “Don’t stress!”

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.

School Award Star of the Week Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions Cielo Niamh Ayman Benjamin

Tigers Georgie-Mae Estelle Lily Micah

Penguins Eras Hira Natty Dani

Turtles Chris Robin Maryam Rollo

Gorillas Kawa Sofia Ibrahim Tundra

Orangutans Zarina Eady Maya Mathias

Giant Pandas Misha Mila Feyza Keziah



Polar Bears Mariah Bear Yannis Jude

Whales Athena Austin Alihaydar Chase

Bottlenose Dolphins Tyler Oskar Amra Ferdi

Jaguars Max Aydin Malachi Dai-Shonaye

Snow Leopards Ella Orla Malachi Hamish

Yours sincerely,

Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


