
Friday 14th May 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Air Quality Sensors

You may have noticed that we have had an air quality monitor fitted next to the Downham
Road entrance. Katharine (Evie and Arlo’s mum) has supported HNPS in having this
installed for free and is happy to speak to parents should they want more information
about this. The sensor will take readings on the air quality outside the school for the next 6
months. If you wish to see what readings the sensor takes you can download the Airly
mobile app and it will show readings from the sensors nearby, including ours on Downham
Road. The information gathered will hopefully support any further initiatives to develop the
roads and pavements around HNPS making for a more healthy and pleasant environment.

The Big Ask
The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched a
once-in-a-generation review of children’s lives. The Big Ask is a survey held with children,
parents and those working with children to find out what they think is important for
children’s futures and what could hold them back. Please see the attached leaflet for
further information.

Permissions Form
Once a year, we complete an audit of the permissions we hold for each student at HNPS.
Permission forms will be sent home with each student on Friday 14th May. Please
complete and return the completed form to the school office by Friday 28th May so we
can update the records accordingly.

Reception Instrument Choice
As you may be aware, your child will have the opportunity to learn a stringed instrument
when they enter Year 1.   At Hackney New Primary School we will be offering lessons on
violin, viola, cello and double bass.

In each class we will have the following places:
13 violins (highest and smallest member of the string family)



4 violas (played in the same way ways as a violin but is slightly larger and lower sounding
than the violin)
6 cellos (lower sounding than the viola)
2 doubles basses (lowest and largest member of the string family)

All instruments provided will be scaled down versions of these instruments specifically for
year 1 aged children.

We would like to give each child the chance to play their first choice instrument but this
cannot be guaranteed.  Where there are more requests than instruments, we will discuss
the best way forward with parents taking into account the pitch of the child’s singing voice,
temperament and personality to make a suitable match. However the final decision will
rest with the school.   Please visit Tapestry to see videos demonstrating each of the
instruments.  A google form will be emailed to all parents on which to indicate children’s
preferences.  This form will be closed at 12pm on Friday 28th May.  If you have not
submitted your child's preference by this time, the music team will make a choice for your
child.

Walk to School Week 17th - 21st May
We know that so many of our families walk to school each day, helping us to keep fit and
help look after our environment. Next week is “Walk to School Week” so if you are up for
the challenge below are some suggested activities you can part in to promote a healthier
and environmentally friendly lifestyle.

Complete a daily
mile Monday to

Friday.

Meet a friend to
walk with on your

way to school.

Design a poster
telling others about

how walking is a
great way to travel.

Run half a mile
during lunchtime

play (12 laps of the
playground)

Upcoming Events - Dates for the Diary
A couple more dates have been added to the summer term diary. As restrictions are being
lifted and if infection rates continue to fall, we feel confident that we can host more onsite
events safely.
Subject to Government guidance the following have been added to the attached Summer
Term Diary:

Thursday 1st July
6pm-8am

Parent/Teacher Social
This is an opportunity for parents and staff to meet in the
school hall. We know that not all parents are able to make
the school drop off and pick up so this is a great
opportunity to meet with other parents. Everyone is
encouraged to bring their drink of choice and a few nibbles.



Tuesday 13th July
4:10 -  5pm

Class Visits
Parents are invited to visit their child’s next class and meet
their teachers for next academic year. This is an informal
visit so if you have children in different year groups, do not
worry you will be able to pop into the different classes your
children will be going to.

Wednesday 14th
July 3:00- 3:50pm

SInging Assembly
Parents are invited to join our whole school singing
assembly.

Thursday 15th July Strings Concert - Times will be shared with parents at a
later date (during the school day).

Good News To Share!
We are delighted to share with you the news that Ms Albrecht (Orangutans Class teacher) and Ms
Mason (Tiger Class teacher) are both expecting their first babies. Congratulations to you both and
we cannot wait to meet the new additions to your families.

Goodbye!
We are sad to say that Miss Walsingham (Year 5 Teaching Assistant) will be leaving HNPS on the
21st May. Though this is sad news for HNPS we are very happy for Ms Walsingham as she will
begin her training to become a mental health practitioner with the NHS.

Reception News

What a fantastic week we have had in Reception! We have fully immersed ourselves into
our core book Naughty Bus. We learnt key vocabulary from the book, spoke about our
favourite part and the Naughty Bus even paid us a visit! We got to ask him lots of
questions about why he is so naughty! We made our own bus prints, we had to follow
instructions to draw, etch and print our design. We have learnt about Ramadan and Eid
and made delicious Eid sweets to share and enjoy together. If you are celebrating Eid we
hope you have a wonderful time and if you can please add photos to tapestry so your child
can share them with their friends. In maths this week we have been consolidating addition
and subtraction, we even had a go at some missing number problems. In Spanish we have



been consolidating the body parts and learning new animals from our core book “La Oruga
Hambrienta” (Hungry Caterpillar). Well done Reception for another brilliant week.

Year 1 News

It has been a very busy week in Year 1 filled with lots of wonderful learning. We have
worked incredibly hard in maths this week, solving multiplication and division word
problems. Some of the questions were a bit  tricky but we were able to find the answers by
counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. It would help us a lot if we can practise our times tables some
more at home! In English we have finally finished our formal letters to the Mayor of
Hackney, asking him to help us with the pollution around school. We learned how to edit
our writing by looking out for full stops, capital letters and spelling mistakes and then we
published our final pieces of writing. We are very proud of the letters that we wrote! In art
this week we continued to learn about pattern making and we started to make bright and
bold patterns using different lines and shapes. We are really enjoying science this term,
and this week we learned about the different types of garden plants. We are now able to
name so many different types of flowers and trees! Well done everyone for another
fantastic week.

Year 2 News

. . .

What a fun week we have had in year 2! In English we have planned and performed live
news stories for a robbery that took place in our core book. Children very much enjoyed
getting into role and acting the part of presenter and eye witness. In maths we have been
reviewing time up to 5 minute increments as well as focusing on our KIRF this term of
counting in 4s. We found the trickiest part of time to be reading and writing quarter to and
quarter past. Time is always a very helpful skill to review at home. In art, as seen in the



pictures above, we had an amazing time using our bodies to make letter sculpture. Can
you tell what we have spelt out? In Science we looked at rainforest habitats and the
organisms that can be found living there. In history, we continued our studies on Rosa
Parks and how she helped to change the segregation she knew was wrong. In RE we
learned about a special set of rules for Christians and Jewish people; the Ten
Commandments.
Note: From now on, children should please bring book bags in daily so they do not miss
out on changing their books.

Year 3 News

We’ve had an amazing week full of learning in Year 3. In English we finished off our letters
to Billy providing him with advice for his worries. We were also introduced to our new text
Pea Boy - ask us all about the country these short stories come from! We revisited column
addition with great success in maths this week. We are feeling more and more confident
about extracting key information from word problems and setting out our working out
correctly. Next week we will move on to column subtraction. We had lots of fun in history
this week learning all about Hadrian’s Wall and recreating it from various classroom
resources. This week we learnt about how fossils we formed and what they tell us about
life on earth. In art we continued our journey into Islamic art and discovered how
challenging it is to create a tessellation, however we had lots of fun trying our best.

Year 4 News

It’s been a busy week in year 4 filled with wonderful learning experiences. In English we
have been thinking about persuasive language and have begun to plan motivational
speeches for a character in the book we are reading. We’ve enjoyed plenty or roleplay and
drama to really get us into the minds of our characters. This week in maths we have
focussed on multiplication. It is so important that we all have a good strategy for solving
big multiplication problems, and so this week we have practised short multiplication as well
as distributive multiplication. Science has been exciting this week as we conducted an
experiment to investigate the relationship between sound and distance. We learned that
sound dissipates as the distance from the sound sources increases. This is due to energy



loss within sound waves. In history we learned about motte and bailey castles, and
researched them to find out some of their advantages and disadvantages.

Year 5 News

We’ve had a fantastic week in Year 5! In English, we have been getting creative with
writing setting descriptions in connection with our book ‘Rose Blanche.’ We used drama to
consider what secrets a forest may tell us and wrote descriptive settings including dialogue
as a result. In maths, we have finished our topic on decimals and have begun reviewing
types of angles. In history, we used primary video sources to consider the challenges
people may have had when coming to Britain from the Caribbean to help with the war
effort during World War 2, and in RE, we considered positive and negative actions through
playing our own version of snakes and ladders! In computing we learned about making
online judgements through using various search engines to research famous people and
discussed which were the more reliable sources of factual information on the internet.

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.

School Award Star of the Week Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions Ada Bella Maxime Joanna Niamh

Tigers Adele Almaz Jiriaya William

Penguins Tammy Etta Lorenzo Naomi

Turtles Laura Amir Zeni Theo



Gorillas Quinci Tommy Kawa Mila

Orangutans Arianna Niyyat Joshua Rilon

Giant Pandas Cinar Nora Finn Isabella

Polar Bears Harriet Mason Vivian Bear

Whales Mickeal Mayah Nicole Landon

Bottlenose Dolphins Malachi Katie Brooke Sara

Jaguars Reneisha Atlas Zeddy Isabella

Snow Leopards Awa Mira Hamish Charlie

Yours sincerely,

Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


