
Friday 7th May 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Upcoming Events - Dates for the Diary
In last week’s newsletter we gave you a list of upcoming events. This overview is attached
in a separate document for ease. Some events planned will take place if further easing of
lockdown restrictions do go ahead.
Hopefully as restrictions are lifted this will allow the school to return to some ‘normal’
practices, including start of the day drops off and end of the day collections returning to
8:45 - 4pm. We will endeavour to give families as much notice as possible when these
changes will take place, but for the time being have to wait for further guidance to be given
to schools.

Hackney History Week
From the 7th June - 11th June will be our annual Hackney History Week. The table below
shows the areas of study for each year group. This week was postponed due to lockdown
as we wanted to ensure it took place when school was fully open again. In the past it has
been great to have so many of our families involved in supporting this project as it is
designed around the many communities that HNPS serves. This year we will not be able
to invite parents and other family members in but your help would still be greatly
appreciated.
If you are able to support by sending into school artefacts such as traditional clothing,
photographs, descriptions/recipes of traditional foods etc. that would really help bring
lessons to life. Each year we have invited family members or friends of families to come
into school so children can hear stories and ask visitors questions about their cultures and
experiences. We would still like to facilitate this (though this will be via video link), so if you
are able to support in any way please do speak to your child’s teacher.

Table to show what is being studied.

Year Group Area of Study

Reception Who am I?

Year 1 Migration from African Countries

Year 2 Turkish & Kurdish Speaking Communities

Year 3 Migration from the Caribbean

Year 4 Vietnamese Community

Year 5 The Experiences of the Windrush Generation



Musical Instrument Repairs Policy
As you may be aware, the Music Department purchases instruments with the support of charities
and together with the very generous support of both the parents fundraising committee and Miss
Afreedi, we spend further money each year to maintain the instrumental stock to keep it in the very
best condition for the children to learn on.

However, there are some breakages occurring that could be prevented that the school cannot
afford to replace.  In this instance the school will contact parents to ask for a contribution towards
the cost of a replacement or the repair.  We hope you understand that in this way, we can maintain
the instrumental stock for future cohorts.

A Model Music Curriculum
Those of you that follow developments in education will know that the Government has recently
published The Model Music Curriculum. This detailed document is designed to help non specialist
music teachers to develop music teaching in their school. At HNPS, we have studied the
document carefully and can report that our school curriculum is broadly similar, but more
ambitious, with children achieving milestones earlier, and in greater depth.

Parent Survey
We have had some very lovely feedback from parents which we are very appreciative of. It’s
always wonderful to hear how staff and families are working together to support the children of
HNPS. Eko will be sending out a parent survey later in the month. This will be launched on 27th
May, with a closing date of 11th June. We encourage all parents to complete this as it really
supports Eko Trust and HNPS to understand parent perspectives around their children’s education
and wellbeing.

Reception News

We have had another fun filled and busy week in Reception. On Tuesday we came into
our classroom to find tyre marks on the floor, maps, oyster cards and bus tickets. We
asked lots of questions about what could have happened and who had been in our class.
We then found a package which we unwrapped and discovered a bus. We started our new
core book “The Naughty Bus”. We think the naughty bus was responsible for the mess!
In maths we have been practising to count in 10s and learning how to take away. Thank
you so much for uploading pictures of your families. The children enjoyed and did a
fantastic job telling us all about their family. In Spanish we started our new book La Oruga



Hambrienta (The Hungry Caterpillar). We have started learning different foods in spanish.
Next week we will be doing junk modelling. Please can you collect and bring in clean
recyclable materials e.g. egg cartons, cereal boxes, etc.Thank you everyone for another
brilliant week!

Year 1 News

We have had another fantastic week of learning in Year 1! In English we have started
writing formal persuasive letters to the Hackney council, asking for help with the pollution
around Hackney. We have been writing some wonderful letters, and learned how to write a
paragraph with a problem and a solution. We have all been feeling very proactive and
concerned about the littering in parks, and have come up with some great ideas on how to
prevent this. In maths we have been learning about repeated addition and multiplication
using different concrete materials to help us find the answer. Why not ask us about the
two, five and ten times tables? In science we continue to look at plants, and this week we
have taken seeds and started to germinate them. We are excited to plant these seeds
once they are ready! We have really enjoyed geography this week, and made an
information poster about our favourite ocean. We can tell you lots of facts about the
different oceans! It has been a wonderful week in Year 1 and we are already looking
forward to next week.

Year 2 News

What a busy week of learning we have had in year 2! In English we completed reading
part 1 of Claude in the City, which included a robbery and a medal of bravery for our main
character. We used this story as inspiration for a hot seat task in which students prepared
then answered questions for the characters in the book. Ending the week looking at the
structure of a live news report which we will use next week making our own live reports
about the event. In maths we reviewed different strategies for adding and subtracting 2 two
digit numbers that cross tens. We first used dienes, then drew it out, followed by
partitioning and ending the week by using a number line. In history a very fun social
experiment taught us that treating each other based on the way you look is certainly not



how we should treat each other. This led into exploring the inspiring story of Rosa Parks.
In science we look at desert habitats whilst in RE we leant about how Abraham (Prophet
Ibrahim) is an important person for Muslim and Jewish people.
Please bring book bags next week to change books.

Year 3 News

We’ve been busy learners in Year 3 this week! In maths we have discovered a new way of
multiplying two-digit and one digit numbers together using the grid method, this has tested
our partitioning skills and given us plenty of practise totalling numbers using column
addition too! In English we have been extending our reasoning skills, as we began
planning our letters to encourage our main character Billy not to worry about clouds, hats,
shoes or giant birds. In history we ascertained what life was like for the Celts before the
Roman invasion and also the events that led to Boudica’s revolt. Ask us if we can recall
when and why Boudica led the Celts in rebellion. We’ve also been working hard on our
weekly spellings (which can be found on Tapestry) be sure to quiz us en route to school!

Year 4 News

We have had a great week in Year 4, filled with learning. In English we have been writing
letters full of advice for a character in our story who is being bullied at school. Our
grammar focus has continued and we have been carefully identifying the adverbs,
prepositions and conjunctions in our writing. Why not ask us what these word classes are?
In maths we have been recapping column subtraction and addition and using these to
solve tricky reasoning and written problems. Ask us to show you how we add or subtract
two 4-digit numbers! In science we learnt about the human ear learning the names of the
different parts of it. We have loved using Spelling Shed to help us learn our spellings, and



it is really paying off! Our knowledge of this week’s spelling words has been excellent,
however Whales class is falling behind Dolphins on the total points earnt. Let’s see if that
changes next week...

Year 5 News

In Year 5 this week, we have been busy continuing our story ‘Rose Blanche’. As it is set in
the second world war, we have looked at the theme of war in poetry and in songs and
discussed the reasons to oppose or support a war, before writing kenning poems on the
theme of war. In maths, we have been practising calculating with decimals and working on
independent problem solving. Children have also continued to enjoy our PSHE topic on
economic well-being. This week they learnt about income and expenditure and how to
budget to save up for all important things! For history lessons, children conducted research
into prominent black Britons who lived in Britain before the Windrush generation arrived.

Award Winners
We are delighted to share with you this week’s award winners.

School Award Star of the Week Perfectly
Presented

Brilliantly
Behaved

Friend of the
Week

Lions Leon Elisa Laura Sid

Tigers Elifnaz Leon J Aria Naia

Penguins Noah Solin Scarlett Amber

Turtles Arlo Eliana Mo Sonni



Gorillas Noor Ibrahim Alexia Alp

Orangutans Kamiel- Elijah Mathias Luca Siobhan

Giant Pandas Gabriel Daphne Evie Inez

Polar Bears Maya Gabriel Charya Michel

Whales Austin Avy Berat Amalia

Bottlenose Dolphins Benji Aariah Arturo Mischa

Jaguars Marley Olivia Jil Alfie

Snow Leopards Ethan Coco Kingsley Tallulah

Yours sincerely,

Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


