Welcome
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September 2021

Headteacher’s
welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,
We would like to welcome you and your family to
Hackney New Primary School. We are delighted
to be offering you a place at our school. Knowing
that happy children learn, we want to fill our
new school with the joy of learning and the
goodness of teaching. We will be giving real wit
and energy to the way we work with each unique
child, mindful that we are all teachers and we are
all learners. Hackney New Primary School has an
emphasis on strong relationships; relationships
that are often built outside of the classroom – at
mealtimes, at playtimes and in activities led by
teachers during the extended day. As their first
carers, you are the biggest single influence on
your child’s life chances and we very much hope
to work closely with you. Your contributions will
be highly valued; whether that will be organising
community events, supporting learning during
the school day or helping out with enrichment
activities and school trips.

Our curriculum is underpinned by the
development of core skills. This may be the
discipline of learning a musical instrument, the
problem solving and collaborative skills they will
be developing through our Forest School work
or the love of books that will help them access
worlds beyond their own. No subject will stand
alone. For example, great mathematicians need
to be able to enquire, to puzzle, to collaborate
and to communicate well, and these skills will be
woven into every aspect of our school day.
Finally, I wish to say that I take very seriously the
trust you are placing in me. For your children
to flourish, they need to grow in a loving and
secure environment. At Hackney New Primary
School, we will develop excellence in our
teachers and in our curriculum to ensure we,
give our children the necessary building blocks
to have strength of character, to form strong
relationships in life and to leave us hungry to
learn more and with a strong understanding of
what makes them special.
We very much look forward to working with you
all soon.

Click here
to meet our
class teachers

Marya Afreedi
Headteacher

Mrs Sophie Perry-Reid
Head of Early Years
Foundation Stage
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Dates and times
for your diary
Autumn Term
Start
Staggered start from
8th September 2021
Half Term
Monday 25th October 2021 –
Friday 29th October 2021
End
Friday 17th December 2021
at 12pm

Spring Term
Start
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term
Monday 14th February 2022 –
Friday 18th February 2022
End
Friday 1st April 2022 at 12pm

Summer Term

It is important that your child attends school
each day, and arrives on time and well rested.
The school day begins at 8.45am.

Click here

to find out about
our school day
School trips will be held throughout the year,
once the children have settled into the school.
The school has an open door policy – you are
always welcome to come in and talk to your
child’s teacher about their progress. Rather
than a reporting process, we hope to establish
a dialogue around your child’s agreed targets
and a shared understanding of strategies that
will help them reach these. You will have the
opportunity to meet with your child’s class
teacher to set personal targets and evaluate
progress each term.

Start
Tuesday 19th April 2022
Half Term
Monday 30th May 2022 –
Friday 3rd June 2022
End
Thursday 21st July at 12pm
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What will your
child learn?
HNPS recognises that the first years of a
child’s life are the periods of most rapid physical
and intellectual growth. The start of term will
be a continuation of your child’s nursery
education with much free-play and child
directed learning. Mornings will feature short
bursts of adult-directed activities around
literacy, numeracy and music: rhythm,
movement and singing. Afternoons will focus
on project-based cross-curricular topic work
and will include humanities, sciences, sports,
Spanish and the arts.

We will always endeavour to keep costs to an
absolute minimum, our afterschool care will be
at a cost of £10 per child per session or £5 for
you eligible for pupil premium funding.

Children with additional needs
If a child may have additional needs it is
important we identify, assess and plan support
as early as possible. Before your child starts
school we will ask whether you have any
concerns – for example, if they have a disability,
special need or medical need. We will sensitively
monitor every child’s progress in school to
look out for any special educational needs that
may arise later on. We will work with specialist
services such as Educational Psychologists and
Speech Therapists.

Click here

to find out more:
• Core curriculum
• Foundation
curriculum
Enrichment activities
Your child’s full curriculum will be enriched
with expert teaching, personalised learning
programmes and stimulating experiences.
For example, daily music teaching will be
strengthened with input from specialist
music teachers. There will be opportunities for
children to build on their year group curriculum
with additional activities after school which
will include musical, sporting, creative and
academic clubs.
From your child’s first school day they may
access our extended school day between
8am and 6pm.

We will offer a breakfast club starting from
8.00am at the charge of £2 per child per session
or £1 if your child is eligible for pupil premium
funding. At the end of the school day your child
may stay on for our after-school enrichment
activities until 5pm or 6pm.

We are committed to personalised planning and
regular assessment and review to make sure that
your child makes progress.

Homework
Homework will involve interactive activities set
for you to complete alongside your child, and
we will offer workshops to help with this at every
stage. In addition, families will be expected to
read with their child on a daily basis. Sharing and
enjoying a book together is one of the best ways
to help your child become a lifelong reader.
Leaving primary school with a love of books has
a significant impact on a child’s life chances.
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School uniform
All children should come to school dressed
in the appropriate school uniform which is:

White shirt
Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore
Navy knitted HNPS logo cardigan
or v-neck jumper
Elasticated HNPS navy/red striped tie
Red gingham dress (in Spring and Summer)
Dark (grey, navy or black) socks
or tights
Plain black shoes with straps or laces
(no slip-on shoes)
Children will be required to wear their
sports kit for PE and games lessons:

Plain white polo shirt
Navy shorts or jogging bottoms
Navy cotton HNPS logo
crew-neck jumper
Black plimsolls

HNPS branded items are available to purchase
at Trutex Hackney (Crossbow) on Broadway
Market. All other uniform items are available to
purchase at larger supermarket stores, Matalan
or Marks & Spencer.
Support in purchasing school uniform will be
given to those in receipt of the pupil premium
grant. For more information on this, please
contact the school.
Please label each item of your child’s school
uniform, including their shoes, bags, winter
coats and water bottle. Please do not rely on
marker pens or biros as these wear off and it
means we cannot reunite you with any lost
uniform. There are many companies that sell
sew-in or iron-in labels, laundry pens, and/or
name buttons/tags, for example easy2name.com.
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Food and drink
At HNPS we believe in a family ethos. We eat
our meals sitting together around small tables,
eating from proper plates, using proper cutlery,
adults and children talking together. School
lunches will be nutritious and varied, and will
be prepared on site by our caterers. A hot option
(halal meat and vegetarian) will be offered each
day. School lunches are free of cost for all pupils
throughout Reception, Y1 and Y2.
We will offer snacks of fruit and milk at
mid-morning and at 4pm for those children
who are staying on for enrichment activities.
Water will be available for children to drink
throughout the day.
HNPS will be able to cater for allergies –
please let the school office know if this
affects your child.

Click here

to find out more
about our
school meals
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What happens
next?
Zoom Meet and Greet

Staggered Start

There will be two sessions to choose from, you
do not need to come to both sessions. During this
time Marya Afreedi, Sophie Perry-Reid and the
EYFS team will talk more about our school offer.

Children will start school in small groups for
either a morning session (9:00am - 12.00pm) or
an afternoon session (1.00pm - 4.00pm).

Thursday 27th May 2021 – 10am-11am or
4pm-5pm

Parent and Teacher Phone Calls
W/B Monday 7th June

During this week expect a phone call from
Sophie Perry-Reid to talk through your child’s
transition into HNPS.

Home Visits or Zoom Meetings

W/B 14th June until 9th July – every
Thursday and Friday in this time period
Depending on social distancing restrictions we
will be arranging either a home visit or a Zoom
call where you child will meet two members of
the EYFS team.

From Wednesday 8th September – Friday
17th September 2021

The transition weeks will start with a small group
of six children beginning on the 8th September
with 2 more children joining every two days until
there are twelve in the morning and thirteen in
the afternoon sessions.
Lunch will not be provided on these days,
however, children will be able to have a fruit
snack and drink of milk or water during this time.

First Full Day

Monday 20th September 2021
Children will all begin their first full day at school
with an 8.45am - 9.00am window for dropping
off and collection at 4.00pm.

Transition Afternoon at HNPS
Friday 16th July 2021

Depending on social distancing restrictions
we will be inviting children into the Reception
classrooms, where children can meet the
team, see the classrooms and toys.
More details to follow.

Final Transition Email

Wednesday 14th July 2021
In this email you will find out who your
child’s class teacher, start date and any other
frequently asked questions.
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Getting your
child ready
for school
Here are some suggestions for things you
can practise at home before September:
Talk lots
Sing songs
Read aloud
Count things like stairs,
jumps, sweets etc.
Encourage imaginative play
Visit interesting places that bring
about new language
Be excited, not anxious about their
first day and talk about what will
happen regularly
Recognise and write their own name

Self Care Skills
Please help your child to:
Dress and undress independently,
including shoes
Practise zips and buttons
Use the toilet independently
Feed themselves independently
and use cutlery
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Click here

to read our school
policies, including:
Attendance policy
Behaviour policy
Charging and
Remissions Policy
Homework policy
SEN policy

Contact Us
Hackney New Primary School
2 Downham Road, London N1 5FR
tel.: 020 3019 3470
email: hnpsinfo@ekotrust.org.uk
web: www.hackneynewprimaryschool.org

