
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 5th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
 

Primary Category Winners - Battle of the Bands 
 

In November Year 5 entered The Restore the Music Battle of the Bands 2020, submitting a                
recording of Nessun Dorma, filmed in 5 different rooms. I wonder what Puccini would              
have made of that? I’m pleased to report that the children have won the Primary Category                
and the prize is expected to be some new musical instruments for the year 6 programme.                
Well done Year 5! 
 

Remote Learning Update 
We are very much looking forward to the additional live sessions next week. Class              
teachers have prepared suggested timetables for the week, which can be found on the              
school’s website ( https://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/planned-reopening/ ) and in your        
child’s Google Classroom. We fully appreciate that families are having to share devices             
and that for a few of our families it will be extremely difficult to stick to timetables that the                   
children would typically follow at school. These timetables are a suggestion and families,             
of course, will make their own decisions as to how to best manage remote learning and                
other commitments at this time. Staff will continue to check in with families and provide               
support where needed. 
 
Videos of lessons will continue to be uploaded so that they can be accessed via Google                
Classroom, as before. We know that for many families, the flexibility of when their children               
can access remote learning is needed. 
  
Live sessions are highlighted in yellow on your child’s timetable and will be at fixed times.  
Live registration: This is a chance for friends and staff to say hello to each other, will                 
hopefully support families with the daily routine and help motivate everyone so that they              
are raring to access their learning. 
Live sessions for maths and English: The live sessions provide additional opportunities for             
teachers to support your children and for children to learn together. Teachers will provide              
feedback on learning, embedding new skills taught and providing next steps. 
Live PSHE/Assembly: Weekly assemblies will be held for all children, led by Ms Afreedi,              
Miss Harringon, Mrs Perry or Miss Woodley. Classes will also continue to have weekly              
celebrations with their teachers.  
 
 
 

https://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/planned-reopening/


 
 

Parent Workshops 
Miss O’Reilly will be running a maths workshop for Reception and Year 1 parents on               
Monday 8th February at 4:15pm. Parents will have been emailed a Zoom link. We              
look forward to seeing those of you who can make it  there.  

 
 

                    REU parent coffee morning: Managing children's behaviour at home 
Please join the Re-engagement Unit for an interactive coffee morning on Wednesday            
24th February to discuss strategies to support your children's behaviour and readiness to             
learn at home. The team will present ideas around optimal learning conditions,            
implementing routines and boundaries and discuss what makes effective rewards and           
sanctions. You will have an opportunity to discuss any specific behaviour related concerns             
in breakout sessions following the presentation. Resources will be provided for you to try              
out the strategies at home and the team will be available for a follow up session on                 
Wednesday 10th March.  
 

 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week  
Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week and we were delighted to see the fantastic               
work carried out by our children. The theme was ‘Express Yourself’ and children were              
busy thinking about all the things that make them and their friends amazing. As you can                
imagine the lists were very long and rightly so! To continue to support this important area                
of development, please find attached a leaflet ‘Tips for Talking for Parents and Carers”              
from the Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families.  
Also we thought we would share this song that Y4 were having a dance to...it certainly 
lifted all our spirits! Express Yourself 
 
 

Sign up with R-U-N Parent Support 
We appreciate the many struggles our families are facing at the moment. Life has been               
different many months now and we will all be feeling the strain at different times. We would                 
like to remind you that we are offering confidential therapy sessions with R-U-N for any               
parents that would like time and space to talk to an external person. The sessions are                
confidential and will take place every Monday between 3:00pm - 3:40pm and 3:45pm -              
4:25pm, via telephone or Zoom.  

Please use the link on the email text to sign up: 
https://signup.com/go/vDqrDBj 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jW4VZ5J0fNQ
https://www.r-u-n.co.uk/
https://signup.com/go/vDqrDBj


 
 
 

 
Reception News  

 

 
 

Well done everyone, another fantastic week in reception. In maths we learned about             
money and how to recognise different coins. We practised paying for items and began              
adding two coins together. In our topic work, we explored the traditional tale Jack and the                
Beanstalk. We drew pictures of a beanstalk and imagined what the giant might have taken               
from us. We then heard all about Jack’s beans on the news. We had a go at hot seating                   
and became one of the characters from the story. We also had a lovely time learning and                 
singing well known nursery rhymes. We had another wonderful week of live phonics             
lessons. It was so great to see all your smiling faces joining in. We started our live story                  
times this week and very much look forward to beginning our live maths lessons next               
week. Well done everyone for a super week. We look forward to seeing you all at 8:50 on                  
Monday.  
 
 
 

Year 1 News 

 
We have had a fantastic start with our live sessions this week. Well done to everyone who                 
has joined a session! We have been working incredibly hard in maths, learning about              
place value, identifying and counting numbers up to 50. In English we have been learning               
about the features of a letter and we wrote some great letters to the Bela Mengro. In our                  
letters we had to ask the Bela Mengro some questions, we learned how to identify a                
question and when to use a question in our writing. We have had a lovely time learning                 
about animals in Science this week. We looked at the features of a fish and labeled a                 
shark. We did some amazing drawings of sharks! We are so proud of all the hard work                 
from everyone this week and we look forward to seeing you all at 8:50 on Monday for                 
Phonics. Well done on a great week Year 1! 



 
 

Year 2 News 

 
 

It has been so nice to see our friends in live sessions this week. We are looking forward to                   
starting more live lessons with you all next week! This week in maths we continued with                
our data handling work. Children were asked to glean information and ask questions about              
pictograms. In English, we wrote poems in celebration of the rain. On Friday children were               
asked to perform their poem to family members. We thought about using loud clear voices               
and looking at our audience. In history we learned about what schools were like in the                
Victorian times. Would have rather been a student in the Victorian times or now? In PHSE                
we thought about how to be a team player and made certificates for our friends who’ve                
shown good teamwork. In RE, we began our new topic of Muslim Prayer. Science had us                
thinking about keeping healthy through exercise. The children made a diary of their weekly              
activity. We were all very active in PE on Friday when we jived to some 50’s music.  
We’ll see you all on Monday at 9:00 am for our register. Please access the meet through                 
the google calendar.  

 
Year 3 News 

 

 
 
We have had another great week of home learning in Year 3! Thank you for all your hard                  
work. In English we finished reading the Ice Palace by Robert Swindells and finally found               
out why Starjik had been stealing children during the frigid winters. We wrote a book               
review to express our thoughts for any future readers of the story. In maths we finished up                 
our unit learning all about money. We have learned to add and subtract money. Ask us                
how much change we should expect next time you head to the shops. In art this week we                  
had a go at making our own sculptures from our designs inspired by Barbara Hepworth.               
For history we have been looking at the famous Tutankhamun tomb and wrote a              
newspaper article detailing the discovery of it. We are looking forward to seeing your              
smiling faces for our live session on Monday morning at 8:45. See you there! 

 
 



 
Year 4 News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done everyone on another fantastic week of home learning! In English, we have been               
learning all about fronted adverbials; how to recognise them, how to use them and why we                
use them. We have been so impressed by your understanding and are so looking forward               
to seeing you use these (and not forgetting that sneaky comma) in your writing in the                
future. 
Fractions has been our topic in maths. We began by reminding ourselves what a fraction is                
and all about unit and non-unit fractions. We furthered our understanding by looking at              
tenths and using our knowledge to problem solve. It has been wonderful to see lots of                
fantastic maths learning so keep it up!  
In history, whilst learning about Alfred the Great’s defeat, we worked like real historians to               
make inferences and discussed the importance of key events on a timeline and in science               
we conducted an experiment to help us understand evaporation.  
Thank you so much to everyone for working so hard and uploading your work to Google                
Classroom. It is so great to be able to track all of the learning you have been doing and be                    
able to comment on your progress. We have also loved seeing so many of you on our live                  
sessions and are looking forward to seeing even more of you next week! 

 
 

Year 5 News 

 
 
In Year 5 this week we have been busy and hard at work! In maths we have begun a new topic on                      
fractions. So far, children have impressed all of us with their amazing recollection of mathematical               
vocabulary such as numerator, denominator and vinculum and we have learned the definitions of              
unit- and non-unit fractions. In English, we have been reviewing lots of grammar such as direct                
speech and practising using it in writing tasks. I’ve been really impressed at how many children                
have been using the grammar that we’ve been practising in other lessons, such as guided reading                
and history! In RE, we have been learning about how Hindus believe that Brahman is in everything                 
and everyone and how that affects how Hindus treat the world we live in. As it’s Children’s Mental                  
Health Week, we have taken the opportunity every day to reflect on our feelings and also to relax.                  
We have been inspired by daily doodle challenges as you can see! 



 
 

Birthday Wishes 
 
As we are unable to celebrate our weekly certificate winners at this time we would love to                 
acknowledge the children’s birthdays which will occur when we are not all in school to               
send them birthday wishes face to face. We know for many of our children they will not be                  
able to celebrate it as they would want to at this time, so here’s to those of you who have                    
turned a year older this week!  
 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms Afreedi 
Headteacher 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY!      

Reception  George 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 
 

Year 3  Jeremiah 

Year 4  Mischa 

Year 5 
 


