
Friday 26th February 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Reopening of Schools on the 8th March
As you will be aware the Government has announced that all primary schools will be fully
open from the 8th March. We are very much looking forward to seeing all the children back
at school and we hope they are all excited to see their friends and teachers again. After
school care will be running from Monday 8th March and further details will be sent out next
week about how you can register your child should you require this provision.
We are currently working on our plans to provide a safe full reopening and further
information will be sent out next week providing you with the full details.

Secondary School Transfer Information Meeting
On the 16th March at 7pm Hackney New School will be hosting a secondary school
transfer information meeting. Year 5 parents please find attached to the email a letter from
Mrs Whelan, Headteacher of Hackney New School (HNS), inviting you to the meeting.
This will be a great opportunity not only to find out about the HNS offer but also to consider
what this stage of your child’s education looks like and how you can be supported through
the process of applications.

Air Quality Group
A huge thank you to the HNPS Air Quality Group. On Wednesday 24th February
representatives attended a council meeting where they presented the concerns around
road safety for HNPS children and shared recommended solutions to improve air quality
and a safer environment.

Celebration Sing-Along
Next week’s music surgeries will be a Sing-along celebration of the work we have done in
lock down, ahead of the return to school. Please log-into your child’s music surgery
session if your child would like to take part. Links are in each year groups’ calendar and
will also be shared in the stream. This will be a chance to try the repertoire together, albeit
in a virtual way and also to sing some old favourites.



World Book Week
In our last newsletter we provided you with a breakdown of the special activities planned
for World Book Week. We are asking children to dress as their favourite book character on
Thursday 4th March so we can share our costumes, favourite authors and books during
our live sessions. With the reopening of school on the 8th March we thought it would also
be lovely for children to wear their costumes again on Wednesday 10th March (we have
chosen this date as no classes will be having PE on this day). We are always so excited to
see the children come to school dressed up as their favourite character and we know the
children love seeing the staff at HNPS dressed up to, so we thought why not extend the
celebrations...everyone deserves extra joy this year!

Parent Workshops
The next workshop for parents will be:
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling in Year 3 & 4, on Monday 8th March at 4:15pm.
All presentations from previous parent workshops can be found on our website
https://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/parent-partnership/workshops/

REU parent coffee morning: Managing children's behaviour at home
Thank you to those of you who were able to join the Re-engagement Unit for an interactive
coffee morning on Wednesday 24th February. There will be a follow up session on
Wednesday 10th March. All parents will be emailed the zoom login details.
Please follow the link to find out more about their work in schools:
https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/re-engagement-unit

Reception News

We have had a fantastic sunny start to our new term in Reception. In maths we have been
learning about teen numbers. We learnt about how teen numbers are made up of a 10 and
a ones, how to find teen numbers by counting on from 10, how to make teen numbers and
how to use this knowledge to work out number problems. We will continue this learning
next week. In our topic work we have had a visit from some very angry crayons, they left
us some secret messages and the book The Day the Crayons Quit filled with their letters.
Reception have been drawing the crayons in a guided drawing session, writing their own
letters of support to the crayons and filming themselves answering some of the crayons'
questions using full sentences. We have also been taking walks in our local parks,
exploring and collecting natural objects and using these objects to make pictures of The



Bog Baby thinking carefully about the description in the book. We will be continuing to
explore this book throughout Spring term 2. We have been really enjoying our live lessons
and are always impressed with the Lion’s and Tiger’s engagement.

Year 1 News

It has been a wonderful first week back in Year 1! We have jumped straight back into our
learning and have done some amazing work this week. In English we have started reading
our new core book ‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ by Dianne Hofmeyr. We performed some role play of
our favourite scenes, drew out a story map of the book and learned how to add the ‘ed’
suffix to make verbs past tense. In maths this week we practised skip counting in 2’s and
5’s and continued to work on comparing and ordering numbers within 50. In science we
have started looking at the different weather patterns and seasons, and we have had to
order the seasons into the correct order. This term we are carrying out design technology
instead of art, we had to practise our knife and cutting skills using the bridge hold. It was
lots of fun helping out in the kitchen. Thank you so much to everyone for your hard work
this week!

Year 2 News

What a wonderful start to Spring 2 we have had in Year 2. In maths we have continued ur
topic on shape, exploring the features of 3D shapes and being able to confidently discuss
them. In English we started reading our new core text ‘Rapunzel’ by Bethan Woollvin. We
made predictions about the text and compared this twisted tale to the traditional tale of
Rapunzel. In geography we started our new topic titled ‘Our Global Village:Journeys of
People’ in which we started by looking at the names of the continents and oceans of the
world. In art we looked back at some of our favourite artists from the term whilst in RE we
reflected on loss and how different religions deal with loss. In PE we took some time for
ourselves to be mindful through yoga and in computing started a new topic on The
International Space Station. So many new and exciting things to learn in Year 2, we cannot
contain our enthusiasm.

Year 3 News



It has been such a fantastic start to Spring 2, it’s been wonderful to see so many of you
join our live sessions. This week in English we have been looking at nonfiction writing with
a focus on headings, subheadings and paragraphs to help organise information. You have
all written such a wonderful introduction to Africa for our African Tale information leaflets,
well done! Many of you enjoyed our new computing topic all about databases, this week's
lesson saw us creating our own Top Trumps card. In RE we thought about times when
things do not go in our favour and how someone else saves the day for us, it was really
lovely to see lots of you acting out these scenarios with your siblings. This week brought
us the first lesson for both geography and DT, which was super exciting. In geography we
located India on a map and discovered some of its key physical features. In DT, we began
researching different dips in preparation for designing and creating our own later on.
Thank you everyone for your excellent engagement and hard work this week, we look
forward to next week’s learning!

Year 4 News

It’s been a great week of learning in Year 4 where we’ve tackled some tricky concepts with
great success. In maths we have been adding and subtracting fractions, even when the
fractions are greater than 1. This has required us to use our knowledge of equivalent
fractions. Using bar models has really helped us to solve some tricky problems. In English
we have begun to read ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies. We’re really enjoying it so far and
have used it as an opportunity to recap our learning about similes and expanded noun
phrases. Our writing has been incredible, with some incredibly creative sentences being
created. This half term we have switched to geography and design and technology (DT),
both of which we have really enjoyed. In geography we are learning about rainforests (ask
us what the different levels in the rainforest are or where rainforests might be found!) and
in DT we are focusing on food! We learnt about tropical fruits grown in St Lucia. Thank you
all so much for your hard work over our home learning period to date, only one week left
until we are all back in the classroom together.

Year 5 News

Welcome back from half term everyone! We hope you took advantage of the beautiful
weather we had. We missed you over the week and were so pleased to see so many
getting straight back into the swing of virtual learning this week. In English this week, we
started a new book. So far in The Song from Somewhere Else’ by A.F. Harrold, we have
been analysing the wonderful language that the book is full of. Specifically we have been



looking at how the author describes his characters and using inference to understand
these characters better. We have also practising describing our own characters and
objects using simile, metaphor and vivid description.In maths, we have been continuing
our understanding of fractions and getting to grips with number sequences and fractions
more than 1. It has been tricky stuff but the children have been showing great
perseverance.This half term we will also be looking at a number of new topics; in
geography we are focusing on migration; in science we are focusing on living things and
their habitats; in RE we will be focusing on Chritianity; in PE we are practising yoga and in
DT we are learning to make our own pasta sauce. We are so excited to celebrate World
Book Week with you all next week and see all your brilliant costumes on Thursday. Have a
wonderful weekend!

Birthday Wishes
As we are unable to celebrate our weekly certificate winners at this time we would love to
acknowledge the children’s birthdays which will occur when we are not all in school to
send them birthday wishes face to face. We know for many of our children they will not be
able to celebrate it as they would want to at this time, so here’s to those of you who have
turned a year older during half term and this week!

HA��Y ���T���Y!
Reception Scarlett    Ardil

Year 1 Elmira

Year 2 Joshua    Ata    Edgar

Year 3 Robert        Tayla

Year 4 Mayah          Athena          James         Malachi
Ilgin           Irmak         Olive

Year 5 Jordan

Yours sincerely,

Ms Afreedi
Headteacher


