
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 12th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Feedback on Live Sessions  

A huge thank you to all our families for supporting your children getting online for live                
sessions this week. We are delighted to hear the positive feedback from our families and               
children. HNPS staff have really enjoyed spending this time online with the children and it               
has given us all a new lease of energy. We cannot believe how well the children have                 
engaged with these sessions; sharing ideas, giving positive feedback to their friends,            
challenging each other's learning, taking turns and generally being whizzes at using all the              
tools available (it’s enough to put a parish council meeting to shame!). It’s not only the                
shared learning that we have valued but the social interaction which is so important during               
these difficult times. Thank you all for your support in getting these sessions running.  
 

 
Design Technology - Why Food Tech for Spring 2 

Next half term all children will be learning about food technology as part of their design                
technology curriculum. We have taken the decision to plan this module for spring 2 across               
the school as it is the area of study that is most suitable for remote teaching. Many of the                   
other modules involve using cutting tools or electrical devices, which will be best taught              
when children are back in school. As usual teachers will upload plans to google classroom               
taking into account what may be typically found in a family kitchen, with an emphasis on                
keeping safe when preparing food. We know we have many budding chefs at HNPS and               
look forward to seeing their creations! 
 

 
World Book Week 

HNPS will be marking World Book Week 1st-5th March. The theme this year is              
Friendships, Mystery & History and we have a number of exciting activities planned.  
We are always so excited to see the children come to school dressed up as their favourite                 
character. We are all still planning to dress up on the 4th March so we can share our                  
costumes, favourite authors and books during our live sessions. Attached to the email, is              
an overview of the activities that will be taking place. 
 
 
 
 



Secondary School Information Meeting 
We know that many of our Year 5 families will be thinking about the next steps in their                  
child’s education and will be wanting to find out more about the process of applying to                
secondary schools. An information meeting at HNS will be held Monday 16th March at              
7pm. The focus will be on supporting parents with the following: 

● Key areas where secondary education is different from primary education and what            
to look out for 

● Questions that parents should ask potential secondary schools 
● How to view/tour a school in a pandemic 
● How communication works in a secondary school  
● What makes secondary schools excellent and why Ofsted reports don't tell the            

whole story.  
This will then be followed with a Q & A with an experienced secondary Headteacher. 
Details with how to join this session will be shared with parents at a later stage. 
 

 
Live Music Surgeries 

 
The music team will be starting Live Music Surgeries after half term. In these sessions 
children can log in for feedback or questions about their musical learning. It is also a space 
to share ideas together, show work and reflect back to the learning already done. Each 
session will be half an hour long and the whole music team will be available during that 
time. More information on this is going to be shared after half term! Stay tuned and thanks 
for all your music learning so far! 
 
Please find the right Live Music Surgery slot for your child below: 
 
Reception: TBC 
Year 1: 2.30 - 3pm on Tuesdays 
Year 2: 3.15 - 3.45pm on Tuesdays 
Year 3: 2.30 - 3pm on Wednesdays 
Year 4: 1.30 - 2pm on Thursdays 
Year 5: 2.15 - 2.45pm on Thursdays 
 
Please remember the time of each year groups surgery will also appear in your class               
timetable and the link will appear in the stream of your child’s google classroom on the day                 
it is due to take place (Reception parents please bear with us while we figure out how to                  
deliver this via Zoom). 
 

 
 

Parent Workshops 
The next workshop for parents will be:  
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling in Year 5, on Monday 1st March at 4:15pm. 
All presentations from previous parent workshops can be found on our website            
https://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/parent-partnership/workshops/ 
 

 

https://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/parent-partnership/workshops/


 
                    REU parent coffee morning: Managing children's behaviour at home 
Please join the Re-engagement Unit for an interactive coffee morning on Wednesday            
24th February at 9am to discuss strategies to support your children's behaviour and             
readiness to learn at home. The team will present ideas around optimal learning             
conditions, implementing routines and boundaries and discuss what makes effective          
rewards and sanctions. You will have an opportunity to discuss any specific behaviour             
related concerns in breakout sessions following the presentation. Resources will be           
provided for you to try out the strategies at home and the team will be available for a follow                   
up session on Wednesday 10th March. All parents will be emailed the zoom login details.  
 
 

Reception News  

 
We have had a fantastic start to our live lessons (despite some technical difficulties) and               
were so pleased to see all of your smiley faces. This week in phonics we have been                 
recapping some phase 3 sounds; you are all phonics superstars! In maths we have been               
working hard to find all the ways to make five. In our topic work we finished reading the                  
Jolly Postman, it has been wonderful to follow him on his journey meeting lots of familiar                
characters, even if they have been a little scary sometimes. Our final traditional tale was               
Little Red Riding Hood. We have been exploring the vocabulary from the book and              
learning lots of new words. We made our own wolf masks and collaged beautiful woodland               
scenes. In dance we have been learning how to move like the characters and making up                
our own dances. A massive thank you to all of our amazing parents, we really appreciate                
all of your hard work. Well done Tigers and Lions for all of your amazing work, you have all                   
been fantastic. Enjoy a very well deserved rest and we will see you all in a week. 
 
 

Year 1 News 

 



 
What a busy final week of term! Despite it being the last week of term the children’s                 
enthusiasm for learning has continued and they have produced so many wonderful pieces             
of work. We have loved seeing so many of you in the live lessons and the children seem to                   
really be enjoying them too. In maths we are continuing to explore numbers to 50. In                
English have been performing poetry which has been great fun. We have finished our              
science topic on animals. In PSHE we have been focusing on dreams and goals and               
beginning to explore how when we set our mind to something it is always possible.  
Have a lovely half term. Get some well deserved rest ready for an amazing start to spring                 
2.  
 

Year 2 News 

 
We loved seeing so many friendly faces in our live sessions this week. Thank you year 2s                 
for being absolute professionals on google meet. Seeing all of you each day really brings a                
smile to our faces and fills our buckets! This week in maths we’ve enjoyed reviewing 2D                
shapes and looking at 3D shapes too. We made 3D shapes at home and luckily some of                 
us found enough snow to make the perfect sphere snow balls! In English we have begun a                 
new unit on Traditional Tales. The children have enjoyed listening to both classic and              
twisted versions of the tales. In RE we learned about how prayer might help a Muslim in                 
their daily life. In art, we made abstract paintings in the style of Robert Delaunay. We                
finished our history topic on The Victorians by learning about the British Empire. In science               
we thought about how to care for animals. Thanks for a brilliant first week of live sessions                 
and have a wonderful, restful and safe half term! 
 

Year 3 News 

 
 



We have had the most wonderful final week of Spring 1, made particularly special by the                
addition of our extra live sessions. It’s been incredible to see so many of you turning up                 
every day, thank you! In our final week of maths learning we have explored statistics and                
discovered how to represent our data in pictograms and bar charts. In English we have               
learnt all about the present perfect tense and have commentated on an alternative ending              
to the Ice Palace. Some of us momentarily forgot how to speak in any other way..! It has                  
been lovely to see you all thinking about what miracles you would perform in RE. Science                
saw us thinking about everyday uses of magnets and designing our own for a specific               
purpose. In history we looked at artefacts and thought about what they could have been               
used for, we even thought about what artefacts we might leave behind that would inform               
people of how we lived in 2021! Thank you again for all of your hard work and commitment                  
to learning. We hope you have a restful half term and look forward to seeing you in a                  
week! 
 
 

Year 4 News 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What a fantastic week in Year 4! Thank you to everyone who has joined us for our live                  
daily sessions. It has been wonderful to see everyone’s cheery faces more often. We have               
been so impressed by everyone’s focus, concentration and engagement in both English            
and Maths this week. Well done! In English, we came to the end of Arthur and the Golden                  
Rope. We have thoroughly enjoyed hearing all about Arthur’s greatest adventure to save             
and protect his village. Taking inspiration from our author, Joe Todd Stanton, we created              
our very own graphic novel. Everyone put so much effort into their story and as a result                 
produced some fantastic comics. It was impressive to see so many of you using your               
learning from last week and including fronted adverbials in your work. We furthered our              
understanding of fractions in maths this week by looking at equivalent fractions and             
fractions larger than 1. It was a tricky concept but it was really useful for so many of you to                    
join Miss Dilnot-Smith in our live sessions so we can unpick any problems and help to                
consolidate learning. We have been so impressed with your ability to apply this learning in               
your next session. In science we learnt all about the water cycle. If you haven’t had a                 
chance to try out the ‘water cycle dance’, why not give it a go after half term! In history, we                    
pulled together all of our learning to create a timeline of The Vikings and think about their                 
legacy. There has been so much wonderful learning going on at home, it is hard to fit it all                   
into one paragraph! Thank you to each and every one of you for your effort, focus and                 
support this half term. Enjoy your well earned break.  
 
 
 
 



 
Year 5 News 

What an amazing last week of term it has been. We have been beyond impressed with                
how many of you have turned out each and every day to our live sessions. We have loved                  
saying good morning to you each morning, sharing tips for resilience and well-being and              
solving a riddle or two. In English this week, we are finishing our book for the term-                 
Suffragette: Battle for Equality and children reviewed fronted adverbials and writing using            
parentheses in English, as well as writing imaginative and descriptive diary entries as             
‘Slasher Mary.’ Ms O’Reilly was so impressed with all your efforts that we devoted a full                
session to sharing your amazing description and use of different sentence types to             
everyone. In maths, we have been continuing our understanding of fractions and getting to              
grips with number sequences and fractions less than 1. In history, children produced             
amazing ad campaigns explaining the reasons why India may want independence from            
British rule. In RE, we came to the end of our topic of work on Hinduism and children                  
certainly impressed with their knowledge of Brahman. Thank you so, so much to all of you                
for all your effort, enthusiasm and energy that you have brought to this half term. We know                 
it hasn’t always been easy but you have proven to be resilient, adaptable and your               
teachers are incredibly proud of all that you’ve achieved. Have a lovely half term all of you. 

 
 

Birthday Wishes 
 
As we are unable to celebrate our weekly certificate winners at this time we would love to                 
acknowledge the children’s birthdays which will occur when we are not all in school to               
send them birthday wishes face to face. We know for many of our children they will not be                  
able to celebrate it as they would want to at this time, so here’s to those of you who have                    
turned a year older this week!  
 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY!      

Reception 
 

Year 1  Naomi      Solin     Muhammad 

Year 2 
 



 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms Afreedi 
Headteacher 

Year 3  Lynn  

Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 


