
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 8th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
We hope you all managed to have some time for rest and recuperation over the Christmas                
period. The new year continues to bring it’s challenges and we realise the fast changing               
landscape brings uncertainty with it. 
While in lockdown we will continue to have weekly newsletters. As we are not having daily                
contact with families this will be the most efficient way to keep families up to date with any                  
new developments and key information.  
 

 
Remote Learning & Live Sessions 

We know that for many of our families the coming weeks bring further challenges; having               
to juggle your own work commitments, homeschooling and family life. All staff will be doing               
their very best to support families where we can. Teachers will continue to upload home               
learning to Google Classroom, provide feedback, check for engagement, make weekly           
phone calls to keep contact with children and to help address any queries arising              
regarding online learning. 
You will have received a consent form for your child to participate in live sessions. Staff                
are very much looking forward to arranging these sessions as it is beneficial for classes to                
have the opportunity to meet together. Please do see the Protocol for Live Sessions              
attached. 
Subject lessons will continue to be recorded and uploaded as this means all children can               
engage in the lessons depending on their home schedules. While teachers have provided             
timetables we know that many families will need to work around their own timetables, due               
to work commitments and sharing of devices among children. 
 

 
Music Remote Learning 

From Monday 11th January, Music lessons will be uploaded in each year group’s google              
classroom or for Reception, posted on Tapestry. Having learnt some valuable lessons            
from Lockdown 1 last academic year, we have modified the provision and children will              
receive the following: 
 
1 Ten Minute Musicianship 
1 Music Activity 
1 Whole School Singing Assembly Video 
 
These have been scheduled at different times during the week, and will coincide with your               
child’s class timetable. In most cases the videos have been designed to be done by               
children independently, so once set up, children should be good to go.  



 
 

Parent RSHE Workshops 
 
Next week there will be 3 parent workshops on the school’s Relationships, Sex and Health 
Education (RSHE) curriculum, due to be taught in the summer term. The workshops are to 
inform parents on the content and learning objectives for each year group and how these 
will be taught at HNPS. 
We would encourage children not to be present for these sessions where possible or for 
parents attending to wear headphones, as this is an information session for parents.  
 

Links will be emailed to parents on Monday for the sessions below: 

 

 
Parent Coffee Morning 

We will be hosting a virtual coffee morning for parents on Wednesday 13th January at               
9am. We will follow the same format and arrange breakout rooms so you get to meet other                 
parents within the school from various year groups. Remember to bring your own tea or               
coffee! A link to the zoom meeting will be emailed to parents on Monday. 
 

 
Sign up with R-U-N Parent Support 

We appreciate the many struggles our families are facing at the moment. Life has been               
different many months now and we will all be feeling the strain at different times. We would                 
like to remind you that we are offering confidential therapy sessions with R-U-N for any               
parents that would like time and space to talk to an external person. The sessions are                
confidential and will take place every Monday between 3:00pm - 3:40pm and 3:45pm -              
4:25pm, via telephone or Zoom.  

Please use the link on the email text to sign up: 
https://signup.com/go/vDqrDBj 

 
 

 
Speech and Language Therapy  

Our Speech and Language therapist Sophie Lewis will be in touch with families who have 
children on speech and language support in school. She will be offering telephone 

Tuesday 12th  10am Rec & Year 1 RSHE Parent Workshop  

Thursday 14th  10am Year 2 & Year 3 RSHE Parent Workshop  

Friday 15th   10am Year 4 & Year 5 RSHE Parent Workshop  

https://www.r-u-n.co.uk/
https://signup.com/go/vDqrDBj


consultations and providing resources that families might need during this period of school 
closures.  

 
Reception News 

 

 
We have welcomed some of our children back to school this week and some onto our                
home learning and we have been very impressed with the work that we have been seeing                
from our students in class and those at home, as always we are impressed with the hard                 
work and passion that our students bring to their learning and thankful to our families for                
supporting with this learning. We have also really enjoyed catching up with everyone over              
the phone. This week in maths we have been continuing with number work, concentrating              
on our teen numbers: writing, ordering and investigating what makes up our teen numbers.              
As a part of our core Book The Jolly Postman, we have been researching the postal                
service: looking at the journey that a letter takes and the people who work hard to make                 
sure that that our post reaches us. Children have also been writing their own letters to                
friends at HNPS and family members, as well as logging on to Bug Club and enjoying the                 
quizzes related to what we are learning in phonics and enjoying the excellent books. It’s               
been wonderful to see children collecting materials from their local parks to make beautiful              
pieces of artwork at home. Keep up the good work reception, we are so proud of                
everything you are doing. 
 

Year 1 News 

 
 



Year 1 we are loving seeing all the great work you have been doing at home. Though we                  
are so disappointed that we cannot have you back in school at the moment we are proud                 
of how hard you are working. This week in English we have begun to explore our new core                  
book Ossiri and the Bala Mengro. We have made predictions about the text and we are                
focusing on describing a character. This week in maths we have been revisiting some of               
the new skills we learnt last half term which were fact families and the part part whole                 
model. In history we have started our new topic Toys Now and Then. In science we have                 
begun a favourite new topic - Animals. Thank you for all your efforts during these               
challenging times. Keep up all the good work.  
 
 

Year 2 News 

 
Here we are in 2021 and though we are sad not to see you all back at school we are                    
looking forward to welcoming you back to school as soon as we possibly can. While we                
wait, we have been so excited to see your learning on our google classroom. Thank you                
for all your efforts in getting online and learning from home. We are very proud of the work                  
you’ve done so far. This week we reviewed our times tables in maths. Next week look out                 
for our snappy KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts) 3 times a week to hone your times table                 
skills. In English we began our new core book Lila and the Secret of Rain’. Children made                 
predictions, wrote about their favorite part and made a storyboard. I am thrilled to be               
starting our new history topic on The Victorians. In science we are studying Animals              
Including Humans. PSHE this term focuses on Dreams and Goals. In R.E. we are learning               
about the Passover meal and its significance to the Jewish faith. In art students used               
shadows as outlines for their artwork. The Year 2 team have all commented on how our                
weekly phone calls with you have cheered us up! Keep up the good work, Orangutans and                
Gorillas.  

 
 Year 3 News 

 
It’s a new year and it has been great to see so many of you engaging with home learning;                   
thank you for all of your input so far. This week we started our new core book Ice Palace                   
by Robert Swindells, we have described settings using expanded noun phrases and had             
lots of fun creating kennings to describe the evil child catcher and dream snatcher that is                



Starjik! Towards the end of the week, we started thinking about reasons for and against               
Ivan going to rescue his little brother. In maths we have been making connections between               
the 2s, 4s and 8s, as well as starting to multiply 2-digit and 1-digit numbers together using                 
the knowledge we already have to guide us. PSHE has had us discussing our dreams and                
goals with each other and also thinking about challenges different people face. We delved              
into our new and very exciting topic of The Egyptians in history, with a focus on AD and                  
BC. We look forward to chatting to you again next week, keep up the good work everyone! 

 
 

Year 4 News 

 
Welcome back everyone. It’s back to home learning for most of us in Year 4, and we have                  
to say we’ve been so impressed with your resilience and enthusiasm for learning. Thank              
you pupils and parents for your engagement and hard work, it is appreciated. In English               
we have begun our new book ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’ a tale of adventure and Norse                 
Mythology. We’ve been busy writing letters, poems and researching the story’s setting:            
Iceland. In maths we have been finding new strategies in multiplication. We have learnt the               
word ‘efficient’, and been thinking about the best way to solve different problems. Our              
science lessons this half term are about solids, liquids and gases. We all enjoyed Miss               
Green’s science experiment where we identified useful materials for an umbrella. Keep up             
the fantastic uploading everyone, we love being able to see and comment on your              
incredible work.  
 

Year 5 News 

 
We are all very disappointed not to be welcoming most of you back into school but we are                  
delighted with the level of enthusiasm, engagement and effort put into online learning so              
far. In English, we have begun our new core book, Suffragette: The Battle for Equality. We                
have been busy learning about key figures in the women’s suffrage movement such as              
Millicent Garret Fawcett and Emmeline Pankhurst.The children’s responses and their          
amazement and outrage at how unfair life was has been fantastic to see. In maths we                
have been continuing work on area and perimeter. We have introduced our new KIRF              
which is recalling number bonds to 100 as quickly as we can. We also have begun exciting                 
new science and R.E. topics which we can’t wait to get stuck into this half term. Children in                  
school have been spending lots of time thinking about their wellbeing, and everyone made              
a ‘self-care cloud’ in PSHE with suggestions for how we could help ourselves on days that                



may be seen as not so good. We have loved chatting with lots of you on the phone and                   
are looking forward to staying connected on our first google meet session. Keep up the               
fantastic work everyone! 

 
Birthday Wishes 

As we are unable to celebrate our weekly certificate winners at this time we would love to 
acknowledge the children’s birthdays which will occur when we are not all in school to 
send them birthday wishes face to face. We know for many of our children they will not be 
able to celebrate it as they would want to at this time, so here’s to those of you who have 
turned a year older over the Christmas break and this week!  
 

 
HNPS Local Governing Body 

Dear Parents, Carers and our Wider School Community,  
We have some important news regarding our Local Governing Body. 
 
Eko Trust and the founding members of the Hackney New Primary School (Andreas 
Wesemann, Phillippa De'Ath and Sophie Solomon) write today to notify you of these 
members' decision to step down as Local Governors of Hackney New Primary School 
(HNPS) following the full transition of the school to Eko Trust. 
 
Sophie Solomon will stay on as a Specialist Advisor to the school’s music programme. 
Siobhan Campbell, founding Headteacher of the primary school, has been appointed in a 
new role as Curriculum Advisor to the Trust. She has also been designated an Evidence 
Lead in Education through the East London Research School, which is part of Eko Trust. 
 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY!      

Reception  Naia 6th January  
Estelle 9th January 

Year 1  Robin 25th December           Woodrow 25th December   
Theo 31st December             Laila 2nd January 

Year 2  Olivia 20th December           Ela Su 22nd December   
Dylan 27th December           Arianna 8th January 

Year 3  Isabella 31st December 

Year 4  Ariette 23rd December         Ariah 6th January  

Year 5  Lula 18th December                Andrei 21st December 
Arthur 22nd December           Jil 23rd December 
Kingsley 29th December         Reneisha 10th January 



Philippa King, Chair of the Eko Trust Board, will act as interim Chair of the Local 
Governing Body while the Trust recruits new members.  
 
The founders of the school wish Eko Trust every success with Hackney New Primary 
School. Eko Trust has every confidence it will achieve the founders’ vision of continuing to 
deliver an excellent and differentiated education for the local community and thus maintain 
Hackney New Primary School as an outstanding school. 
 
We wish you all the very best. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms Afreedi 
Headteacher 
 


