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Feedback:  

Great to see all the upper strings players standing up to serenade us throughout your performance, and 
what an impressive ensemble you look. Playing from memory, you all hold your instruments with 
confidence, bow with fabulous control and are investigating first position with your left hands to great 
success.  I could see you were all watching your conductor carefully, listening hard to check your tuning and 
making sure you were together all the time. Well done! 
 
You began your programme with a lively String Hoe Down and we were straight away transported to a 
musical landscape in the Wild West. Impressive use of whole bows practically throughout, and some well 
controlled re-takes in evidence. I thought you all handled the rests very well (no unexpected entries!) and 
you brought the piece to a wonderful conclusion lifting your bows in the air …. Much to applaud! 
 
Next we heard your interpretation of the well known round Frere Jaques. It was an excellent idea to start 
the performance by singing the round and then gradually introducing your instruments. This must have 
helped your pitching skills a lot, and added a new musical colour for me as a listener. Frere Jaques was 
another tidy performance and I really enjoyed the control you had as you made a transition back to voice 
after the full orchestra section. 
 
As a Grand Finale you performed Pease Pudding. Another well-known melody that you played and sang 
with aplomb. 
 
So much to enjoy in your performance – I loved it, and thank you so much for sharing your music making 
with me. Your school and parents must be very proud of you all! 
 
Suggestions for development:  

These are early days in your development as string players and whilst you’re doing brilliantly and it’s good 
to get together as an orchestra as often as you can, don’t forget to continue putting in the hard work at 
home. Try to practice on a private basis as much as you can and ideally, if you have time, also try to listen to 
and observe a range of string music and string players. We can learn a huge amount by listening to other 
musicians.  

Meanwhile, a huge well done to your teachers and I’m really looking forward to seeing what you as an 
orchestra can achieve in a few years time! 

 

 
 



 
  

 

 
 


