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In my role as headteacher
I am delighted to welcome
you to Hackney New
Primary School. We are a
community primary
school and we opened in
September 2015 with our
first two Reception
classes. We grow by two
classes each year until the

school is full.  Smaller class sizes of 25 help
ensure that every child receives the attention and
support they need to thrive at school. 

Our curriculum is underpinned by the
development of core skills. This may be the
discipline of learning a musical instrument, the
problem solving and collaborative skills they will
be developing through our Forest School lessons
or the love of books that will help them access
worlds beyond their own. No subject will stand
alone. For example, great mathematicians need
to be able to enquire, to puzzle, to collaborate
and to communicate well, and these skills will be
woven into every aspect of our school day.

Our strong focus on music adds a rich dimension
to school life at Hackney New Primary. Children
learn to love, create, interpret and respond to
music through discussion, technology, using their
voices, using instruments and working together
to develop high quality performances. 

We look forward to meeting you at one of our
tours or parent events so we can tell you more
about what makes our school special.

Siobhan Horisk
Headteacher

School Site
HNPS has worked closely with the Department
for Education to secure the former Fire Station
site on Kingsland Road. This area will be
transformed into a great indoor and outdoor
venue for playing and learning – and for
community events – over the next few years.
We hope to move into our permanent site in
September 2017. 

Welcome 
to our school

Information events
School tours and Saturday Information Events 
will be scheduled throughout the autumn term.
See http://hackneynewprimaryschool.org/events
for more information and to sign up.



Key Facts
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Academic excellence
Self-belief

Intellectual curiosity
Responsibility

Core Vision

Knowledgeable
Confident and resilient

Open-minded
Engaged

Core 
Characteristics

Remain curious
Use precedents, 

but use them with care
Use your judgment

Listen and watch carefully
Know how to use 

data and evidence
Learn when to use and 
control your emotions
Almost everything can 

be done better
Be generous in your 

arguments and with others
Combine opinions 

with knowledge
Knowledge means 

independence

Core Beliefs

• A new primary school for boys
and girls aged 4-11

• Opened in September 2015

• Class size of up to 25 pupils

• 50 places for Reception each year

• A particular focus on music

• Situated in the heart of Hackney

• Pupils of Hackney New Primary
School will be given priority 
when applying for a place at
Hackney New School



Howwe will achieve 
our core vision

4 www.hackneynewprimaryschool.org

1 Having high expectations of all children
– for their academic achievement, behaviour,
attendance, and participation.

2 Teaching an exciting andchallenging curriculum
Combining rigorous academic standards and a
strong understanding in the core subjects with
exciting opportunities to enjoy new experiences
and learn about fascinating topics.

3 Outstanding learning
We will ensure every child achieves a high level of
educational progress and attainment. A rigorous
assessment programme will track every child’s
progress and together with targeted early
intervention will ensure no one slips through 
the net. 

4 Making every moment count
Our school days are longer than many other
primary schools to combine a wide range of
educational and enrichment activities. Enrichment
activities mean children can explore their interests
and learn new things beyond the National
Curriculum. Our children will be engaged in
meaningful activities every day of the school year.

5 Being an oasis of calm
Life in London can be busy, loud and fast-paced. At
HNPS, we will strive to be a calm, quiet place
where learning comes first. Children and teachers,
younger pupils and older pupils, families and
school staff will look out for each other. We will use
meals, group activities and community events to
make sure everyone gets to know everyone in our
school community.

6 Being a genuinely
comprehensive school

All children are welcome at HNPS and all are
valued. We will work tirelessly to ensure every
child achieves their potential.

7 Educating the 
whole child

Academic subjects, sports, music, art and drama
will all have an important place at HNPS, helping to
build confidence, skills and a spirit of endeavour
and co-operation.

8 Working with 
parents

Our aim is to be a genuine community school,
supporting our families and working together to
ensure our children succeed.  



Our focus on music

Along with English and mathematics, music is a
core subject at HNPS:
• Every child will participate in a daily music lesson.
• In the Reception year, children will learn

musicianship skills focusing on singing and rhythm.
• From Year 1, all children will learn the violin in

group classes.
• Phase 3 (Year 4+) children will be able to continue

with strings or choose another instrument.
• As the school grows, children will have the

opportunity to play with others in groups and
bands, regularly performing to different
audiences.

Why music?
We've chosen to make music a core part of our
curriculum because:
• musical performance rewards individual effort 

and teamwork
• learning to play an instrument teaches focus,

concentration and perseverance
• performing, composing and appreciating 

music is beautiful and joyful
• the skills that children develop in music can be

applied across the curriculum including in maths.

Music is at the heart of Hackney New Primary School.
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A home away 
from home
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Core Vision We will provide an outstanding
education to your children 

Ambition We will expect a lot from your children 
– and ourselves

Commitment We will work tirelessly to deliver 
what we promise

Respectful Love We will combine discipline with
compassion and fun

Partnership We will always endeavour to work 
in partnership with you to meet the needs of 
your child 

Our commitments 
to parents

A longer 
school day

A culture of
teaching, learning
and thinking

Family style 
meals

HN



Support our core vision

Build on your child’s learning at home

Bring your child to school on time every
day in their uniform 

Help us when we need your help 

Engage with us when you need to 

The commitments 
we need from you
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Workshops for
parents and carers

Public music
performances

NS

Using the Pupil Premium
A number of children will be eligible for
the Pupil Premium Grant: extra funding
received by the school to ensure that
no child is left behind. HNPS will utilise
the additional money in training and
developing our teaching staff to enable
them to apply the best research-led
practice in the classroom.

Pupil Premium funds will also be used
to support eligible families by
providing school uniform and
subsidising after-school enrichment
activities and offsite trips.



The school day
We will have a slightly longer school day for all, with breakfast and 
after-school provision to enhance the childrens’ enjoyment and learning
opportunities. School begins at 8.45am and continues until 4.00pm each day. 

2
Core Subjects
Our core subjects of 
English, maths and music are 
taught daily and the skills learnt 
are applied across the curriculum. 
The curriculum is integrated, which
means other subjects often form the
stimulus for these lessons. For 
example, a piece of writing might be
built around a novel set in Ancient
Egypt and children explore Egyptian
sounds and settings in music and art. 

3
Foundation Subjects
Having a school day that starts at 
8.45am and continues until 4.00pm
means we have additional time for PE 
and games and we can ensure full
coverage of all subjects: Science; 
History; Geography; Spanish; 
Computing; Personal, Social, 
Health and Emotional 
Education; Art and 
Design; and Design 
and Technology.

1
Breakfast

All children are 
welcome to join us for a 

healthy breakfast each day. 
Once they have finished 

eating, children are free to sit 
and read, play board games or 

talk with their friends or the staff
team until school begins.

4
Enrichment Activities

A mixture of clubs and activities run
every day. These sessions will be 

led by teachers and staff from HNPS,
qualified coaches or teachers, and

outside organisations such as 
local sports clubs. We will offer 

a wide range of activities 
suitable for children of 

different ages.
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Early Years
In Reception children’s skills and knowledge are
developed through a mixture of rich play
experiences; stimulated, deepened and extended
by the adults, active learning and adult led focus
activities. Throughout the day children have
structured group sessions for things such as
phonics, reading and maths. We also offer Forest
School as one afternoon session for each child per
week. Each day children are offered a piece of fruit
and a drink of milk or water. At lunchtimes we all
share a hot meal around the table together. 

Years 1–6
In Year 1, we make the transition to a more
structured day. From this time, children are
expected to be able to carry out a learning activity
independently whilst their teachers spend time
supporting each group. English, maths and music
are the focus of morning sessions. Teachers make
strong links between these and other areas of the
curriculum; for example, linking data handling to
scientific enquiry. Foundation subjects are covered
in our longer afternoon sessions. Here is an
example of a typical school day in Year 1.

Curriculum

08.00

Breakfast

08.45

Music

09.20

Whole-class
phonics

09.40

English

15.00

Modern
Languages

15.30

Child-led 
activity

15.50

Story-time

16.00

Tea

16.20

Football

18.00

Home

10.45

Break and
snacks

11.05

Mathematics

13.30

Child-led
activity

14.15

Science

14.45

Break

12.30

Lunch
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Delivering 
high standards

Transition between schools
Children who attend Hackney New Primary School
will have priority places at the secondary school.
Children will have many opportunities to become
familiar with the secondary school and its staff
before they start in Year 7. This will enable us to
ensure all children are ready for the next phase of
their education and can make the best possible 
start to their secondary school career.

Specialist teachers
Specialist teachers from both schools will work
together to share resources and expertise, and to
ensure consistent progression for all children. 

Shared facilities and resources
Children at the primary school will have access to
the resources and facilities of the secondary school,
including ICT resources and its excellent science
laboratories, computer labs and sports facilities.

Co-ordinated school days
The two schools will ensure it is easy for parents 
and family members (such as older brothers and
sisters) to drop off and collect children from the
primary school.

Our partnership with Hackney New School will provide many
benefits for the children who attend our primary school:



Reception Class
intake
Hackney New Primary School will be a comprehensive
school for the local community. We will admit 50
children each year in two classes of 25 children.

Children who attend Hackney New Primary School will
have priority places at our sister secondary school,
Hackney New School, for Year 7 onwards.

Reception class admissions are administered by
Hackney Learning Trust as part of the pan-London
coordinated admissions process. You may include
Hackney New Primary School as one of your 6 choices
on the online eAdmissions form, for which guidance is
available on the Hackney Learning Trust website.
Apply for a Reception place via the Hackney Learning
Trust website or there in person.

Oversubscription and tie break criteria
The published admission number is 50 and the school
will admit up to that number to the Reception class
each year. If HNPS is oversubscribed, after the
admission of pupils with an Education, Health and
Care plan naming the school, priority for admission
will be given to those children who meet the criteria
set out below, in priority order: 

1. Looked after children and children who were
previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to adoption, a child
arrangements order or special guardianship order. 

2. Children subject to a Child Protection Plan. 

3. Siblings of children at Hackney New Primary School.

4. Siblings of children at Hackney New School. 

5. Children with a social or medical need. In order to
be considered under this criterion applicants must
produce a supporting report from either a Senior
Social Worker or medical practitioner setting out
why HNPS is the only appropriate setting. 

6. Pupils living nearest to the gates of Hackney New
School on Downham Road as measured in a
straight line using a GIS computerised batch
distance measuring system.

Full details of our admissions policy, including our
oversubscription criteria, are located on our
website.

In-Year admissions
HNPS will maintain its waiting lists on a yearly basis, so
families that wish to remain on the list must reapply
each year. Should any spaces arise in the relevant year
group, HNPS will offer out places according to our
published oversubscription criteria. The in-year waiting
list application form is available on the HNPS website.
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Timeline
1 September 

Applications open for the
following academic year’s
Reception class entry.

T
15 January 

Closing date for
electronic and 
postal applications.

T
Mid-April 

Families will be notified of
their school allocation.



Contact Us
Hackney New Primary School, 1-9 Downham Road, N1 5AA
tel.: 020 3239 0490
email: primary@hackneynewschool.org
web: www.hackneynewprimaryschool.org

‘Our daughter will
thrive in a smaller
class and she loves
music already!’ 

‘The provision
of really well
planned 
after-school
activities will
be great for
our son.‘


