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Aims 
 
Children only start primary school once and it is important we get this right. Like 
many schools, Hackney New Primary School recognises that for children to do best 
in a new school (socially, emotionally and academically) we need to: 

a) manage the change for them – ensure the transfer to us is smooth 
b) understand their starting points on entry. 

 
We know that when children are introduced en masse to a new setting at such a 
young age, it can take a long time for everyone to feel secure and to start making 
progress. 
 
Children will be coming to Hackney New Primary School with a range of experiences 
in nurseries and a range of strategies to cope with change. This policy sets out the 
steps we will take to minimise the following: 

• distress separating from parents and being with new adults 
• anxiety within their new environment 
• difficulties making friends 
• deceleration of progress/development  

 
When transition is carefully managed for children, we can optimise the following: 

• secure relationships with their new adults 
• confidence and independence in their new classroom for self-resourcing, 

using the toilets etc. 
• time to build relationships with children new to them 
• steady and continued progress/development 

 
Procedures and Rationale 
 
Hackney New Primary School will commit a significant amount of resource to getting 
to know children and families prior to their start date. This is done in the following 
ways throughout the summer term between the offer of their school place and their 
September start: 

• Offer brochure shared at the point of a school offer being made. This includes 
key information about term dates, uniform suppliers etc. 

• Transition Visit including a visit to the school and an invitation to a school 
event, so that children can get to know their new teachers and friends, and so 
that parents and carers have the opportunity to discuss things with staff. 

• Nurseries will be invited to bring children to see their new school with their 
current key worker. Hackney New Primary School can also talk to their key 
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workders and best understand each child’s starting points and plan to meet 
their needs and best engage them from their first day. 

• Home Visits. This helps to begin forming the relationship between parents, 
practitioners and children; and starts the process of sharing information. See 
also ‘Home Visits Policy.’ 

 
Staggered Start in September 
 
Once children start with us they will be with us each day; sometimes starting full time, 
and sometimes building up from part time to full time.  
 
The earliest possible start date will be published in the offer brochure and will be the 
first day of the school term. Parents will be informed of their own child’s start date by 
mid-July at the latest. Your child’s start date is based on a balancing of everyone’s 
needs; they are not randomly allocated and it is therefore important that we have met 
all families before we consider how things will work best. 
 
We consider the following when scheduling these: 

• We aim to have everyone in school full time as soon as possible and as soon 
as is right for each child. 

• We consider children’s experiences in nursery or school settings. Those with 
no experience will be given time to familiarise themselves with our school 
setting in small groups. 

• We consider children’s individual ability to cope with change and dedicate 
time to supporting them in small groups in the early days. 

 
Whilst we appreciate this can be a difficult week or so for families to juggle, we know 
that it is extremely important that we get it right. For working parents who need to 
ensure they have time off work to support their child during this important phase; we 
will do our best to meet your needs but recommend you reserve time off which can 
perhaps be cancelled or moved if it is not needed.  
 
Once again, parents will have confirmation of their child’s start date by mid-July at 
the latest. We will endeavour to do all we can to ease the practical arrangements, 
once we have secured the right transition arrangements for each child. 
 


