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At Hackney New Primary School we follow the Development Matters in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework, 2014, as the basis of our Reception 
curriculum. 

Principles:  

The EYFS is based on four principles: 

1. A Unique Child.  

Children grow, learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. Their 
readiness to learn will be influenced by the way adults respond to them and interact 
with them. To develop a positive attitude to learning we will use lots of praise and 
encouragement and devote time to knowing and treating each child as the individual 
they are. 

2. Positive Relationships 

Secure relationships give children the building blocks they need to cope with change 
and challenge in life. Instability in early relationships can leave children with insecure 
foundations in their character. At Hackney New Primary School we will be 
consistently caring, interested and fair with children and we will always find time to 
listen well. Only in this way can they grow to be confident, independent, respectful 
and caring individuals themselves. 

3. Enabling Environments 

Benjamin Frankin said: 

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.”  

At Hackney New Primary School we passionately believe that the environment is the 
third teacher in any classroom. Children’s emerging language is supported and 
learning is deepened and applied when they can self-resource, when they can model 
proof of something, when they explore, discover and invent for themselves. To give 
children ownership, the environment will reflect the children themselves; the things 
they have achieved and produced and the things they are interested in learning 
about. It will also be clearly organised and labelled so that they can independently 
access it and initiate enquiry and learning.  It will be a creative and stimulating place 
to learn. 

4. Learning and Development 
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The Reception learning spaces will be set up into a number of zones to facilitate 
activity, creativity, relaxation and concentration. There will be range of resources 
made available to the children to support all areas of their development and to give 
them a broad, balanced curriculum that is relevant to them and tailored to individual 
developmental stages.  

 

Areas of Learning 

Learning and Development in the EYFS has been categorised into three prime areas 
of learning: 

1. Communication and Language 
2. Physical Development 
3. Personal Social and Emotional 

In addition, there are four specific areas of learning: 

1. Literacy 
2. Mathematics 
3. Understanding the World 
4. Expressive Arts and Design 

These areas of learning of learning will underpin topics of interest to the children. The 
areas of learning are promoted through:  

• rich play experiences stimulated, deepened and extended by the adults 
• active learning  
• adult led focus activities  

Music in the Early Years 

Music is a core subject in Hackney New Primary School, and it is one of the greatest 
gifts we are giving our children. It opens another world to children and gives them 
another language.  

Research tells us that music is also simply wonderful for all areas of a child’s 
development. It helps them learn about patterns, which is of crucial importance in 
their mathematical development. It works their short-term memories, which is great 
for both language and mathematical development. It helps them tune into sound; 
great for phonological awareness but also for writing composition. They will learn to 
perform and be confident from an early age too. 

Children will have music lessons on a daily basis and will have specialist music 
teachers. A bespoke curriculum has been designed for the school by music and 
education experts and incorporates aspects of the ‘Kodaly’ and ‘Dalcroze’ 
methodologies (Eurhythmics).  Kodaly focuses on rhythm, identifying pulse, hearing 
low and high sounds, internalising pulse, using different dynamics and later on 
playing by ear and improvising. Dalcroze is about experiencing musical concepts 
through movement. 

Forest Schools and Outdoor Learning 
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We aim for all children in our Reception classes to visit a ‘wild’ location on a weekly 
basis for a sustained amount of time (approximately 2 hours). One of our Reception 
class teachers will be Forest School trained. We believe a forest school experience is 
brilliant for children’s self-esteem, confidence, independence and environmental 
awareness. We also know it is an excellent way to stimulate language and immerse 
children in real life mathematical, creative and scientific problem solving. It is also 
great for their physical development and taking them out of their comfort zone is also 
great for their resilience and develops risk taking and courage.   

Further to this, as part of children’s continuous provision we will bring the classroom 
into our outdoor space and our outdoors into our classroom. We know this is 
excellent for stimulating children’s senses, and for encouraging them to apply 
learning in a different place and on a different scale. 

Further aspects of our curriculum provision are outlined in the table below: 

Communication 
and Language 

Physical 
Development 

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
the World 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

Songs & 
Rhymes 

Makaton Signing 

Talk for writing 
(active 
storytelling)   

Role Play 

PECS/Social 
Stories 

Broad and rich 
reading 
experiences 

Small world play 

Parent 
workshops 

 

Family Style 
Meal times 

Forest 
Schools 

Gross Motor 
and Fine 
motor 
activities and 
supporting 
resources 

Construction 

 

Self-
confidence 
through 
music and 
performance 

Resilience 
and team 
work with 
Forest 
Schools 

JIGSAW 
PSHE 
curriculum 

Assemblies 
with a social 
and 
emotional 
focus  

Brilliantly 
stocked and 
resourced 
library 

Range of 
mark 
making 
equipment 
and 
experiences 

‘Write 
Dance’ 

Phonics 

Letter 
formation 
resources 

Reading 
groups 

Language 
rich 
environment 

Parent 
workshops 

Maths 
through 
stories 

NUMICON 
maths 
resources 

Large scale 
problem 
solving in the 
water tray, 
with blocks 
etc. 

Lots of 
counting 
resources 
and 
experiences 

Number rich 
environment 

Parent 
workshops 

Early Coding 

Spanish 

Learning about 
religions 

Diversity 
reflecting in our 
resources 
especially small 
world people 
and dolls 

Food Growing 

Bug Hotels 

Butterfly House 

 

Daily music 
lessons 

Instrument 
trolleys in 
class 

Creative 
areas with 
changing 
materials in 
classrooms 

Role Play 

Dance 

Sensory 
Play 

 

Observation, Assessment and Planning 

We have a robust baseline assessment structure, to assess each child at the 
beginning and end of their time in Reception. Our children will always have had a 
wide range of early pre-school experiences, and the baseline assessment tells us 
about their current development and we should best design our curriculum to help 
them all make progress.   

It is essential that accurate and regular assessments are carried out to recognise 
children’s progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and support. At 
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Hackney New Primary School practitioners will respond to their own day-to-day 
observations about children’s progress and observations in the class and 
observations that parents and carers share.  

Parents and carers are involved in the assessment of progress. We are exploring a 
way of collating this electronically so that parents can see and contribute to their 
child’s portfolio at any time. 

Practitioners meet daily to look at the observations and discuss individual progress 
and individual targets to inform planning and next steps. On a termly basis the 
headteacher and senior teacher will review progress for every child with the class 
teacher in ‘Pupil Progres Reviews’. Individual children or groups of children not 
making expected or significant progress are highlighted and strategies to help with 
their progress are discussed. Practitioners must consider whether a child may have a 
special educational need or disability which requires specialist support. EYFS 
practitioners work alongside the leadership team to ensure all children and families 
have the support they need in school and through relevant services from other 
agencies as appropriate.  

When assessing communication, language and literacy skills, practitioners must 
assess children’s skills in English. If a child does not have a strong grasp of English 
language, practitioners work alongside children’s families to gain an understanding of 
their development in their home language.  

To ensure assessment and next steps are accurate the EYFS team will moderate 
amongst themselves and with other local schools to ensure judgements are secure.   

At the end of reception the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. The Profile 
provides parents/carers and practitioners with a well-rounded picture of a child’s 
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels, and 
their readiness for Year 1. Each child’s level of development is assessed against the 
17 early learning goals. Practitioners indicate whether children are meeting expected 
levels of development, or if they are exceeding expected levels, or not yet reaching 
expected levels (‘emerging’).  

Links between home and school 

Parents and carers are a child’s first and most enduring educators. We will always 
endeavour to engage with parents to give children the deepest and most applied 
learning experience possible. Parents and carers will be asked for their views and 
these are used to inform important decisions about whole-school and EYFS matters. 
Parents and carers will be kept informed about their children’s achievement, 
wellbeing and development. The ways in which we work with parents will include: 

• Parents/ carers and the child’s views are captured prior to the child arriving to 
the setting, via a document called ‘My Unique Child’. This is discussed during 
home visits. As a result, children’s individual needs can be catered for during 
their transition to school 

• There will be termly review meeting with the class teachers during which 
shared targets can be agreed and previous targets reviewed. 

• Opportunities for parents and carers to express their views on the care and 
education provided are made available via coffee mornings, parent teacher 
meetings, and questionnaires 
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• The school will signpost parents/carers to a range of services and support in 
the wider school community 

 

• There will be regular workshop programmes. Some examples include: 

1. Stay and Play 
2. Learning Phonics 
3. Supported Reading 
4. Early Maths 

• There will also be a home school communication book sent between home 
and school each day. This is to share any learning points noted in school and 
for parents to tell us about the outcomes of home learning activities and daily 
reading.  

• Electronic portfolios will be set up so learning and progress and be shared 
most effectively 

 
Transitions to and from Reception Class 
 
The Year 1 teacher is given a copy of the Profile report together with a short 
commentary on each child’s skills and abilities. During our transition period and 
handover meetings between the reception and year 1 teams, each child’s stage of 
development and learning needs are discussed to assist with the planning of 
activities in Year 1. Our year 1 teachers will also attend the EYFS moderation 
meetings in the summer term to build up an understanding of the children 
development stages.  

Intimate Care 

Intimate care is any care which involves washing, touching or carrying out an 
invasive procedure (such as cleaning up a pupil after they have soiled themselves) to 
intimate personal areas. In most cases care will involve cleaning for hygiene 
purposes as part of a staff members duty of care. The issue of intimate care is a 
sensitive one and will require staff to be respectful of the child’s needs. The child’s 
dignity should always be preserved with a high level of privacy, choice and control.  

• Only full time classroom staff should provide intimate care for children  
• Children will be supported to achieve the highest level of autonomy that is 

possible given their age and abilities.  
• Two members of staff need to be present for care when a child is in need of 

intimate care.  
• Staff will always wear appropriate safety clothing and gloves when dealing 

with a child needing intimate care.  
• When taking children to the toilet, staff should make colleagues aware of the 

task to be undertaken and explain to the child what will happen.  
• Parents should always be notified if intimate care has been provided.  
• When providing intimate care, staff should carefully and sensitively observe 

the child’s emotional response and report any concerns to the designated 
teacher.  
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Paediatric First Aid 

The Statutory Framework also requires for paediatric First Aid trained staff to be 
available for Reception aged children. Paediatric First Aid trained staff accompany 
Reception children on school trips.  

Health and Safety in EYFS 

Safeguarding and Health & Safety 

We follow the safeguarding and welfare requirements detailed in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Statutory Guidance (2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29939
1/DFE- 00337-2014.pdf and there is a section in our school Safeguarding Policy that 
directly refers to practice in the EYFS.  

It is important to note that members of staff do not use their mobile phones or 
personal handset devices in the classroom and are prohibited from taking 
photographs with their personal handsets. Members of staff do, however, use school 
tablets to take photographs as evidence to support the regular observation 
assessment cycle in the EYFS. These photographs are used in children’s portfolios 
and in class displays. All parents are asked to give permission their child’s image to 
be used on the school website or other similar media by signing a form in when their 
child joins our school.  

We are a healthy school and our children receive free fruit and milk, but we ask that 
parents regularly provide healthy snacks to share; these might be bread sticks, rice 
cakes or more exotic fruits such as grapes or a pineapple.  

Our staff model good eating habits by eating alongside the children and all children 
receive Free School Meals until Year 2.   

Each class will have a first aid box accessible at all times with appropriate content for 
use with the children in their class. A written record of accidents or injuries and first 
aid treatment will be kept and parents/carers are informed. If any child has a serious 
accident, illness or injury to, or death of, any child while in our care, Notification will 
be made to Ofsted.  

Staff: child ratios  

We will have two staff with each class group of 25 children. One will be a qualified 
teachers and one will be a teaching assistant. We will have one additional qualified 
teachers for every two classes of 25 children. This is in excess of the government’s 
current recommended ratios for infant classes in maintained schools, which require 1 
teacher for every 30 children. 

 
See also our Health and Safety Policy, Inclusion Policy, Administering 

Medicines Policy and Intimate Care Policy. 


